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Be inspired by local resident, eleven year old Kayla, who 
decided she wanted to clean up 500 metres of the roadside 
near her home. Kayla and her parents collected a ute load 
of rubbish, which they then sorted for recycling and landfill. 
Imagine what 20 people could have done! 

So please do your bit, and take plenty of photos so we can 
publish them in the next edition!

LE T’S CLEAN UP OUR TOWN ON CLEAN 
UP AUSTRALIA DAY!
Sunday 7th March is Clean Up Australia Day, so let’s step up 
and do it for our town!
Individuals, families, groups of 10 and groups of 20 can 
contact Clean Up Australia to register for free at cleanup.
org.au. Your group will receive a free starter kit containing 
gloves, bags, and everything you need for a safe, effective 
and fun Clean Up Day. 

We are very lucky to live in such a beautiful rural 
environment. It is important that we care for and treasure 
our waterways, bushland and roadsides. Sadly there are 
a small minority who don’t, so it becomes our collective 
responsibility to undo the effects of those less caring. 

Support your local news.
Riddell Roundup is a not-for-profit publication 
brought to you every month by dedicated volunteers 
and auspiced by the Riddells Creek Neighbourhood 
House. Email riddellroundup@gmail.com to 
subscribe for your free full colour electronic copy.

MARCH - 2021
Riddells Creek  
Farmers Market 
20th March 2021
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Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell

HISTORY OF RIDDELLS CREEK MECHANICS 
INSTITUTE
After a false start in 1870, a construction of this Institute 
was reputedly commenced in 1875 using public money.

A Mr John Werner and later Mr Louis Werner (a storekeeper 
in Riddells Creek) were thought to be responsible for 
supervising the completion of the building. It was probably 
managed by secretary John Bolitho and later by Mr Dixon (a 
baker). A Committee of Management was appointed by the 
Crown Lands Department, the administrating body of Public 
Land. Records confirm the temporary reservation of the site 
by the Governor in 1873, but a construction date is unclear. 
A simple gabled structure is thought to be the first structure 
on the site (1875).

The earliest records I have are the Minute Books from 1902 
when a Public Meeting was held to elect a Committee of 
Management. Many of the names will be familiar to residents 
as streets are named for them, including Dwyer, Sutherland, 
Richardson, Bolitho.

Mechanics Institutes originated in Glasgow as education 
establishments for young men to keep them off the streets 
and out of the pubs. They were the forerunners of libraries. 
Indeed, our own institute had a library, as did most institutes.

The hall was the centre of the community, holding meetings 
once a fortnight and organising a variety of balls and events. 
Plays and concerts were also performed by the drama club. 
Refreshments were supplied by the ladies committee, 
whilst Benefit Concerts were also organised. These balls 

were advertised in the Gisborne Gazette. In 1904 a cleaner 
was employed to clean the hall before and after functions. 
Cutlery, crockery, jugs and trays were made available. A 
picket fence and a garden were constructed. A piano was 
purchased in 1906.

Entertainment for the Christmas Ball in 1906 was a biograph 
machine supplied by Mr Radcliffe, with the committee to 
provide the necessary singers and pianists. Miss Connie 
Radcliffe was happy to sing provided her return fare was 
paid. A ‘New Year’s Social Night’ was organised with violin 
and piano with Mr Dixon and Mr Richardson as doorkeepers. 
These social functions organised by the Committee were 
the main source of income for the building. A caretaker was 
employed and the North wall was painted while a new piano 
was purchased from Allen’s.

In 1907 regular balls continued, especially at Easter and 
Christmas, with doorkeepers. It was also decided to have 
monthly meetings instead of fortnightly. In June there was 
a local concert and ball. Tenders were called to supply music 
and refreshments with the Tennis and Football clubs vying for 
the tenders. A ballot was held. More crockery and lamps were 
purchased. The balls were generally held on a monthly basis. 
In March an Easter Ball was organised as a fundraiser for the 
piano. In 1909 hiring of the hall for birthday parties became 
popular. Maintenance of the building was an ongoing thing.

In 1912 an extension was proposed to the building. An 
application for a government grant was submitted. In 1913 
Mr Dixon prepared to lend 120 pounds for two years. Young 
Men’s Club Room made available for hire. Water connected 
to the back room. 

 By Val Sparshott                                               To be continued...
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Early February had us again in lockdown. 
To our staff, thank you for helping where it was 

needed at short notice.
Thank you to all our customers for being so 

understanding with the situation.

Our trading hours are:
  Monday   - 08:30 - 20:00

  Tuesday  - 08:30 - 20:00

  Wednesday - 08:30 - 20:00

  Thursday  - 08:30 - 20:00

  Friday  - 08:30 - 20:00

  Saturday  - 08:30 - 20:00

  Sunday  - 09:00 - 20:00

        Stay safe everyone! FoodWorks Win A 
BBQ promotion
Long-time customer Lyn 

Williams was a lucky winner
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Volunteering, Safety, Commmunity Building and Socialising

Community Group Updates

RIDDELLS CREEK CFA

BRIGADE CONTACT DETAILS

FIRE RESTRICTIONS
Fire Restrictions are still in force until 
1st May for both the Macedon Ranges 
Shire & Hume City Council. This 
means that there can be no burning off 
during the fire danger period without 
a valid permit. If you’re planning to do 
some burning off once restrictions are 
lifted and you’re not sure if you should 
proceed, please refer to the CFA 
website or contact the station.

CAN A FIRE TRUCK FIT DOWN 
YOUR DRIVEWAY?
To ensure that firefighters can access 
your property in times of emergency 
it’s imperative that your driveway has 
sufficient clearances to allow room for 
the safe passage of appliances. Ideally, 
a four-and-a-half metre clearance is 
required horizontally and four metres 
vertically for access by a fire truck. 
For those in more rural areas it’s also 
important to ensure that fire trucks 
can access each part of a property with 
a minimum gate size of three metres.

ANZAC DAWN 
COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE
In keeping with current health 
guidelines, the ANZAC dawn 
commemorative service this year will 
be replaced with ‘Light Up the Dawn’. 
The brigade encourages community 
members to stand in the home 
driveway, balcony or front gate at dawn 
to commemorate our servicemen and 
servicewomen. Tune into the national 

live service and listen out for the Last 
Post. 

Further details about the service will be 
posted on the Riddells Creek Facebook 
page.

TURN OUTS
Year to date, the brigade has received 
13 calls for assistance.

 • 3 Incidents and 1 non structure fire 
within Riddells Creek; and
 • 9 support calls to Gisborne, Bolinda, 

Clarkfield, Sunbury and Diggers Rest.
Fire Station Phone: 5428 6000 
www.facebook.com/
RiddellsCreekFireBrigade 
www.instagram.com/riddells_creek_cfa    
www.cfa.vic.gov.au 
EMERGENCIES ONLY - 000

BOOK CLUB
Over the summer break the Riddells 
Creek Day Book Club had two books 
to read.

THE HOUSEHOLD GUIDE TO 
DYING BY AUSTRALIAN AUTHOR 
DEBRA ADELAIDE
Is this a title that would be off-putting 
to readers? Sometimes, although one 
has read a truly interesting story; 
beautifully written, descriptive, with 
so many emotions, it can be difficult 
to write a critique for the Round Up 

of a book that brought tears to several 
readers.

So this month this Round Up writer is 
merely posting part of the back page 
summary:

When Delia Bennet – author and 
domestic advice columnist – is 
diagnosed with terminal cancer, she 
knows it’s time to get her house in order.

Fresh, witty, deeply moving – and a 
celebration of love, family and that 
place we call home – this unforgettable 
story will surprise and delight the 
reader until the very last page. Did our 
book clubbers like it? Yes.

RANSOM BY DAVID MALOUF
Another great Australian author. How 
fortunate readers are to have so many 
local talented writers! Ransom is a 
totally different book – it is taken from 
the ancient mythology, Homer’s Iliad, 
and rewritten. A tale of the Grecians 
and the Trojans, Achilles and Hector 
and Hector’s father, King Priam, 
who has had to witness the horribly 
vicious treatment of his dead son’s 
body. Although it is bloodthirsty at 
first and grim in parts it is yet again, 
so interesting and the landscape so 
visually beautiful. Another enjoyable 
read for members.

P.S. David Malouf’s book Fly Away 
Peter, set in Queensland and then on 
the Western Front WW1, and read by 
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many school pupils, was made into a 
sad and moving ballet by the Australian 
Ballet several years ago.

CHARITY ’S SECRE T
News from your favourite op shop
We have been inundated with 
donations, so much so that it has been 
very difficult to keep up and find 
space for them. If you see the bins full, 
please don’t leave your donation on the 
ground.

Once again we are sharing your 
donations.

We, like everyone else, don’t know 
from one week to the next if we are 
open or closed but keep hoping for a 
better future.

Keep safe and well. With thanks,

Chris 0417 566 496

SENIOR CITZ
Hi Everyone, 

What a topsy-turvy time we live in. 
I thought we were going back to our 
Club on the 4th February,  but that 
wasn’t to be.  So now, once again, we 
just have to wait and see what develops 
over the next week. 

However, keep positive,  and I hope we 

will all be together again soon. In the 
meantime,  keep safe, keep healthy and 
keep smiling. 

Best wishes
Edna

MENS SHED
Welcome back for the year! Our shed 
officially opened again on 12 January, 
2021 after what seemed like a very 
long break.

During the last few months, you may 
have noticed that some of the men 
have continued their walks around town 
on a Tuesday morning leaving from the 
Scout Hall.

Unfortunately, sometime between 
Thursday, 29th January and Monday, 
1st February we had a break-in to the 
shed. A number of items were stolen 
but no real damage was done. Police 
were unable to get any leads on the 
offenders. The shed was closed on the 
following Tuesday but opened again on 
the Thursday night.

The shed was just getting into full swing 
again when the latest lockdown put a 
temporary end to that! We have a few 
outings planned for the near future 
which we will hopefully be able to get to.

Here’s to Happy Shedding in 2021

Jeff Shepherd

DROMKEEN
With the weather cooling, we are 
celebrating autumn this month at 
StoryTime. Join us at 2pm on Saturday 
6th February, kids will have the 
opportunity to have some terrific books 
read to them and participate in a craft 
activity. We hope to see you there!

Dromkeen has several events coming 
up 2021. 

MARK WILSON MEET AND GREET
SATURDAY 27TH MARCH 
11AM - 2PM

In March you will have an opportunity 
to meet Australian author and 
illustrator Mark Wilson. Mark has 
published dozens of award winning 
childrens books and will be at 
Dromkeen for a ‘meet and greet’ in the 
gallery.

MARK WILSON BOOK LAUNCH 
- 17TH APRIL 2PM 
Mark will be launching four new books 
at Dromkeen:

 • Rachel’s war 
 • Tupia, Isaac and Cook
 • Eureka!
 • A New Prayer for the Animals

Mark will also be available for book 
signings.
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RIDDELLS CREEK 
PHARMACY

-  Professional Health Care, Service 
   and Advice 
-  Vitamins 
-  Huge range of Gifts for all occasions
-  Passport Photos
-  Natio, Max Factor cosmetics 
-  Asthma equipment, Blood Glucose & 
-  Blood Pressure monitors 

Open -  Mon, Wed & Thur 9am-7pm
 -  Tues & Fri 9am-6pm
 -  Saturday 9am-1pm

7 Station Street
Riddells Creek
Ph 5428 6622
Fax 5428 7765

Happy New Year Everyone!
Riddells Creek Hotel is OPEN for drinks and dine in 

meals. Our current opening hours are:

BAR Open from 3pm Monday-Friday 
  Open from 11.30am - Sunday

BISTRO/BEER GARDEN
  Open from 5.30pm Monday-Saturday 
  Open from 11.30am Saturday    

Please join our Facebook Page to keep up with all 
future events

Thank you to our wonderful Community for your 
continued support and understanding. 

Helping to keep our community SAFE and WELL

www.riddellscreekhotel.com

10-12 Hamilton Street
Riddells Creek
03 5428 6777
riddellscreekhotel.com.au

David’s father has 
three sons - Snap, 

Crackle, and ?

Why is Europe like a 
frying pan?

I can be cracked, I 
can be made. I can 

be told, I can be 
played. What am I?

Riddells 
Riddles

Answers pg 25

0431 138 101
Local Plumbing Solutions 
for the Macedon Ranges

www.kennedysplumbing.com.au
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Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell

SCOUTING NEWS
Scouts are back for 2021 so look out 
for us around town. The year kicked 
off with 85 people getting together 
for our annual whole group launch 
where our local councillors and 
mayor attended. The weather was 
divine, and the energy was bursting 

with the Youth members preparing for a big year in 2021.

To close out 2020 our Scouts ran a reverse advent calendar 
where we saw the generosity of our families once again as 
they provided a variety of food that was donated to the 
Gisborne Foodbank, a big thanks to Annie and the Scout 
Troop for this initiative.

In 2021 the 1st Riddells Creek Scout Group will be becoming 
active contributors to the old Smith Nursery site on the 
creek, led by one of our newest leaders, Leigh who is also 
the Chairman of Friends of Smith’s Nursery Group. The 
enthusiasm from our members across all age sections was 
clearly visible when we discussed this, they were so excited 
as they often walk through there, but to now know they can 
personally make a positive impact to the community and 
environment pleased them so much.

As part of Scouting we are Youth led, and we mean it. 
So much so our Youth get together and work with the 
leaders to develop the program for each term to suit what 
they would like to do. The Leaders only assist to ensure 
it works towards the youth members milestone. This was 
demonstrated so well by the Cub Pack that they were 
awarded a $100 voucher from Scouts Victoria for the 
quality of one of their pack councils they held at the top of 
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Mt Macedon last year.

It is hard to quantify the leadership experiences the youth 
members gain through their Scouting Journey.

We have capacity for more youth members of all ages to join 
the group, and always welcome past Scouts and community 
members who would like to be a part of it. Our committee 
are non-uniformed people with a mixed skill set that help us 
remain diverse and relevant in our organization and community 
presence. So, if you have some time and would like to be 
involved in the community please contact us for a chat.

Any enquiries are welcome to our Group Leader, Andrew 
Smyth via gl.1striddellscreek@scoutsvictoria.com.aulions 
clubnews

LIONS CLUB NEWS
THREE CHEERS FOR TWO 
LIONS MEMBERS FOR THEIR 
WONDERFUL SUPPORT SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY

Michael Chung has been a dedicated team member in many 
ways, recently his specialty has been coordinating our annual 
Christmas cake sales and our social movie/dinner nights, 
amongst many hours of sausage turning, and personal help to 
families in need.

Desley Adams, otherwise known as the Christmas Lady, 
had a community vision and presented it to the Lions 
Club for Incorporation support. With a proactive group of 
other members they have now been running for 3 years 
coordinating the colourful Christmas tree light display to our 
streetscape. Many hours and perseverance dealing with peak 
bodies to get this project across the line, with other team 
members also supporting this wonderful project. 

We would like to extend our thanks and express our deepest 
gratitude to all our Lions Volunteers for their hard work and 
dedication.

If you feel that you would like to give back to the Community 
and help in some small way or have a new project to deliver, 
please phone our members listed at the end of this article.

Lions Club membership is $120 per year – you will be 
covered under our Public Liability Insurance for Lions 
Projects.

We are working towards some new local projects/
improvements and evaluating who we are in a position to 
assist from the many requests we receive. Our Fundraising 

plays an integral role in what we can give back to our 
Community. Should you wish to hear more about our 
local Lions Club or take part in upcoming projects please 
phone our membership Chairman Ian Arnel 0411 437 167 
/ Secretary Steve Williams 5428 7320 / Narelle McGellin 
0408 558 156.

Pictured top: Michael Chung receiving a certificate for his 40 
years’ service to the Riddells Creek Lions Club.
Pictured bottom: Desley Adams
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The heart and hub of the community

Neighbourhood house

Covid-19 has presented us with lots of

change in our daily lives. Children are still

learning to manage change and do not

always have the words to express how they

are feeling.  Instead, you might see changes

in their behaviour, such as tantrums,

avoidance, changes to sleep, increased

worry or being hesitant to engage in social

activities.  

 

This workshop will assist parents to

understand their child's experience and

equip parents to support their child through

these challenging times.

GUIDING KIDS 

THROUGH CHANGE

Covid-19 Related Workshop

Thursday �5th of �arch 

7.00pm - �.30pm � The House

Promote community spirit in Riddells Creek.

Reduce social isolation within the Riddells

Creek community.

Create a spirit of cooperation and partnership

among the various community groups,

associations and clubs within Riddells Creek.

Facilitate self-help and mutual support

amongst all interested members of the

community and groups associated with the

RCNH Inc.

Provide speakers and workshops on a wide

range of educational, recreational, health and

social issues.

Provide links with neighbouring towns and

community centres.

Develop and provide a resource and

information centre.

GETTING TO KNOW YOUR

NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE

 

Do you know the

purpose of The

House?

N E W S

f r o m  t h e

h o u s e
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A Ministry of Mercy Education Limited - ABN 69 154 531 870 

Contact our Registrar for enrolment enquiries: T: 5421 1238   
E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au W: www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au  

Learn. Care. Flourish. 
SSaaccrreedd  HHeeaarrtt  CCoolllleeggee  KKyynneettoonn 

Sacred Heart College Kyneton is a Catholic Secondary School in the Mercy Tradition where 
students thrive in a vibrant learning and caring community.  

Limited places available for Years 7 - 12, 2021. 
Onsite College Tours 
We welcome the return of onsite tours, which will be limited in numbers and 
follow current safety guidelines. The next tour is scheduled for: 
Wednesday 10 March (Principal’s Tour) 
Tours commence at 9:15am - Bookings Essential 
Virtual Conversations 
Join the Principal, students & staff for a conversation with other prospective 
families via Zoom to learn more about life at Sacred Heart College. See website for 
scheduled dates. 

 

 

 
 

 

 Business Advisory 

 Accounting and Taxation 

Services 

 Superannuation 

 Audit and Assurance 

 Bookkeeping Services 

 Corporate and 

Administrative Services  

 

 

17 Nicholson Street, Woodend  

T: 03 5427 8100 

E: info@lmck.com.au 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au 

 

JOHN HABER
Grass Slashing, Mowing, 

Fire Breaks & Contract 
Hay Baling

Fully Insured & Workcover 
Approved

Heavy Tilt Tray Services 
• For Transporting Machinery, 

Containers, Vehicles, Site 
Sheds, etc.

• 9m Tilt and Slide Tray with an 
additional 6m trailer

• Interstate Specialist
T: 5428 7166
M: 0427 058 164
ABN 80 453 590 902

J                                         OKE OF THE MONTH    
What is the worst vegetable to have on a ship?

A leek!

• New Homes
• Extensions
• Renova�	ons
• Decks
• Pergolas
• Windows/Doors
• All building and carpentry needs

Call James for a free quote today
0437 682 442
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Taking care of our local environment

Sustainability + Environment

TAKE IT EASY, DRIVER!
It’s been busy up here on the dirt end of Gap Road. 

Residents, tradies and curious tourists in shiny new 4WDs all 
negotiate a narrow road as it heads up into the range and on 
to Cherokee. For those of you who don’t have reason to use 
Gap Road often, here’s an update. 

A driver heading down Gap Road rolled his 4WD in 
spectacular fashion late January, hurrying home after a 
few drinks. The corner at 385 Gap Road is well-banked and 
engenders confidence, but the next corner is flat and loose. 
The driver slid, over-corrected and flipped nose to tail. 
Somehow managed to exit the scene before the constabulary 
appeared. 

That makes the second rollover for this stretch of Gap Road 
in the last year, after another enthusiastic driver gunned his 
Holden Astra through a dip in the road just after the flat 
corner. He was airlifted to Melbourne.

The slaughter of roos has eased up in the last three months, 
which is a relief because we had eight killed on this stretch 
through 2020. Not all died straight away - a roo with two 
broken legs found on my early morning walk had to be put 
down by Macedon Ranges Wildlife Rescue. That would make 
a good community service order for Gap Road speedsters - a 
few months on the job with the Wildlife Rescue. Called out at 
all hours, Sue is the Wildlife Rescue, a volunteer who would 
welcome anything that gets it through people’s heads that 
they’re not the only animals out at night. Take it easy, driver!

A speed limit of 100 km per hour doesn’t send the right 
signal. One of our Landcare members ran a petition last year 

to reduce the limit on Gap Road to 60 km per hour, which I 
took to be an ambit claim, but when I actually kept my eye 
on the speedo, 60 kmh was comfortable and I found it hard 
to do more than 70 kmh. 

Heading down the bitumen from Royal Parade, walkers 
are out at all hours, and there’s a regular roo crossing late 
afternoon and evening around the 80 kph sign. Gap Road is 
not a deserted country road. So take it easy, driver.

Ross Colliver
Riddells Creek Landcare

NATURE STEWARDS PROGRAM
Would you like to do more for nature but don’t know where 
to start? Nature Stewards is a 10-week educational program 
that will introduce you to Victorian and local nature and 
show you ways to take action for the environment.

This program will allow you to discover more about your local 
environment, connect you with others in your community, 
and help you learn how to volunteer for nature at home, 
online, and in your community. Participants will learn about 
conservation of ecosystems, managing soils, fungi, plants and 
animals.

Macedon Ranges Shire Council have partnered with two 
other local governments (Melton and Hume) to host the 
Nature Stewards Program, run by Outdoors Victoria, a non-
for-profit organisation. 

The Nature Stewards program will run between April and 
June, 2021 and includes 10 class sessions of 3 hrs, and 
four field sessions of 4 hours. The cost is $175 ($45 for 
concession) and has been reduced for participants coming 
from the Macedon Ranges.

You don’t need to have existing experience in environmental 
care or work - anyone over the age of 18 years with an 
interest in learning more about the local environment is 
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IN MY GARDEN
How are your tomatoes doing? For the first time 
ever, I am finding grubs in my tomatoes! Never had 
these before. And I spotted a suspicious pin prick 
that looked not unlike the mark of a fruit fly. I know 
fruit flies have been discovered in Castlemaine and 
Harcourt so I promptly covered each bunch of fruit 
with a fine mesh bag. Hopefully I am wrong and it’s 
not fruit flies, although sadly I think they will find their 
way here eventually. On a happier note my daughter’s 
cucumbers are finally bearing fruit!

In the flower garden my ‘Sparkling Burgundy’ pineapple 
lilies have never been so tall or so full – an outstanding 
display this year! And yet beside them, Penstemon 
barbatus has not flowered this year – it does not like 
the rain at all. The inky purple flower heads on my dwarf 
agapanthus ‘Isis’ are about the size of a grapefruit and 
they are so gorgeous! Such a contrast to the cultivar 
‘Snowflake’! Also looking good is Oenothera ‘Whirling 
Butterflies’ (formerly Gaura) their flower stems are up 
over my head! And the bees just love them.

I took a trip to the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria in 
Melbourne before lockdown and enjoyed the newly 
opened Arid Garden! It was a fascinating landscape 
with so many things to look at from small planted nooks 
in the rock walls to enormous tree like euphorbias and 
cacti. I also took a walk around the adjacent Guilfoyle’s 
volcano planting which was looking amazing too. I had 
lunch by the lake and was enthralled by the stunning 
lotus flower display growing alongside the bank. Each 
enormous pale pink bloom had a pale-yellow boss 
of stamens surrounding the central flat disc that 
eventually turns into the seedpod. Quite a gorgeous 
sight to behold!

encouraged to join up. 

People who are keen to learn about the environment and 
potentially consider incorporating this knowledge into a 
community group are also encouraged to apply. Find out 
more and apply here: outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-
stewards/

AND NOW FOR APPLES...
Last weekend we picked the apples from our apple tree. The 
harvest was a little smaller this year, but the apples were 
larger as we pruned the tree heavily last year. I’m not sure 
what type of apple they are as the tree was well established 
when we moved in. 

If, like me, you can never get through all your apples before 
they start to spoil, why not try making ‘apple butter’. With 
chilly mornings fast approaching, porridge a great way to 
start the day and apple butter is delicious to add to porridge 
(or yoghurt). Here’s the recipe…

APPLE BUTTER
2.5kg apples, washed, cored and finely chopped (I throw 
them in the food processor, you can peel them if you like, 
but I don’t bother)
2 cups white sugar (they say to use 4 cups but I don’t)
½ tsp allspice
2 tsp ground cinnamon (I add extra)
¼ tsp ground cloves
¼ tsp salt

 • Place apples in a slow cooker. Mix other ingredients in a 
bowl. Pour over apples and mix well.
 • Cover and cook on high for 1 hour
 • Reduce heat to low and cook for 9 hours, stirring 

occasionally, until mixture is thickened and dark brown.
 • Uncover and continue cooking on low for 1 hour. I use a 

blending wand or a whisk to make it smoother.
 • Spoon into sterile containers, cover and refrigerate or 

freeze (I preserve them like jam).
Add a tablespoon to porridge, yoghurt, spread it on toast or 
use it when making cinnamon scrolls. 

Leanne V.

Pineapple Lilly
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Riddells Creek Farmers Market 
We were very grateful to have been able to go ahead with the market in February after the 
snap lockdown. Although accredited Farmer’s Markets are considered an essential service 
and allowed to operate under lockdown, we still have to abide by social distancing rules and 
some our local markets are not so fortunate in the space available to them to do that. So, 
thank you once again to the Riddells Creek Primary School for hosting us.

It was great to see so many people stocking up on the wide variety of produce available and 
it was lovely to hear some great feedback from a number of shoppers, both about the market 
and the wider Riddells Creek community. Please feel free to chat to our friendly team of 
volunteers and ask any questions. We are now wearing fetching fluro vests to make ourselves a little more visible. Our 
market only runs thanks to dedication of our wonderful volunteers.

Our market is on every 3rd Saturday of the month, 9am -1pm at Riddells Creek Primary School and the next market is 
on Saturday, 20th March. Keep an eye on our Instagram and Facebook pages for more information, and we look forward 
to seeing you there!
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LE T A BANK GRANT HELP REVITALISE 
YOUR CLUB
After so many clubs had to hit the pause button in 2020, it’s 
great to see most groups back in action this year. 

After the break, committees may be finding club equipment 
needs updating or growing, or have ideas for how to revitalise 
their players or membership, and Community Bank Gisborne 
& District is ready to help as we can.

If you have a great project idea to get your club buzzing again 
but lack funds to make it happen, download a community 
investment application form from the Gisborne Bendigo 
Bank website and submit it by 31st March. 

Our volunteer board of directors is charged with reinvesting 
local profits in the community and members are always keen 
to learn about pressing community needs and to discuss ideas 
for community investment projects. Board members are also 
happy to help groups through the application process. Email 
mrcepublicrelations@gmail.com to start the conversation.

BANK TO BE MAJOR COMMUNITY 
PARTNER OF THE RDFNL
With this year’s footy and netball season set to start soon, 
Community Bank Gisborne & District is excited to announce 
that it will be the Major Community Partner of the Riddell 
District Football Netball League (RDFNL) this year with a 
focus on the Juniors.

The volunteer board of directors charged with reinvesting 
local profits in the community chose to support the RDFNL 
because a community investment in the league should 
benefit all participating clubs.  

Chair Gary McSwain said, ‘We are proud to be supporting 
the RDFNL as they become independent from AFL 
Goldfields this year, and hope our major sponsorship helps 
make football and netball more affordable for everyone in 
the league.’

In addition to providing significant financial support to the 
league, the new sponsorship will see the introduction of new 
Junior player and community builder awards to celebrate 
outstanding sportsmanship and volunteering.

After sadly no season last year due to the pandemic, 
everyone at the Gisborne Bendigo Bank branch has their 
fingers crossed that the 2021 RDFNL season is bigger than 
ever!   

Gisborne Soccer Club juniors give their new bank-funded goal a 
thumbs up with Gisborne Bendigo Bank manager Sarah Barton.

Branch team members and RDFNL staff are ready for an 
exciting 2021 season.
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Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply. 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1547274-1571309) OUT_1846888, 16/02/2021

Bendigo Bank’s Complete Home Loan offers all the features 
you expect from a great home loan, and some you don’t.

Like super-competitive rates, free redraw and a 100% offset 
account on fixed and variable rate home loans.

Come home to a better home loan. Search Bendigo Bank 
home loans.

Have a degree?
Fast track your way to
a career in teaching.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.



- 18 -

Celebrating Creativity Across the Ranges

ARTS,  CULTURE and Events

THE MOUNT PLAYERS 
HAPPENINGS
FIRST SHOW SET TO OPEN IN MAY
We are in the middle of a 5 day lockdown as I type this 
article…so who knows where we will be by the time it’s 
published...very surreal!  However, I continue on a positive, 
hopeful note by way of telling you about our first production 
which will open in May.

‘Too Many Crooks’ was a 1959 British comedy movie starring 
among others Terry Thomas, Sydney James and George 
Cole. Director John Rowlands has adapted the script for the 
stage in the form of a BBC Radio Play. 

The plot concerns a bunch of inept crooks led by an 
incompetent boss, who continue to botch straight forward 
robberies. When their plans turn to kidnapping, matters 
become overly complicated.

John brought his radio play, ‘The Wrong Box’, to the 
Mountview Theatre in 2018 and it was a real hit.

‘Too Many Crooks’ promises our audience lots of laughs with 
great characters and of course, live sound effects just like it 
used to be!  The season will run from 14th – 30th May.

Rest assured our theatre has a thorough COVID plan already 
in place to look after our patrons.

For more details on the show and to book tickets go to our 
website www.themountplayers.com or call 5426 1892 for 
enquiries. See you all in May...fingers crossed!

THE MOUNT PLAYERS HONOUR 2 NEW LIFE 
MEMBERS
Congratulations to Richard Whiteley & Andrew Meldrum.

Richard became involved with the original theatre in 1976.  
Working on committee and acting in numerous roles over 
the years. When the Ash Wednesday fire destroyed their 
treasured theatre, Richard became the driving force, working 
tirelessly for many years to ensure a new theatre was built.  
The Mountview Theatre was officially opened in 1990 thanks 
to the passion and dedication Richard displayed.  We cannot 
thank him enough for what he did.  Richard continued his 
involvement on a number of levels and still enjoys visiting his 
beloved theatre today.

Andrew joined the theatre in 1991 and has been involved 
both on and off stage since. Actor, Director, Producer and 
committee member for many years including 2 stints as 

President. His passion, dedication and love of the Mountview 
Theatre runs deep. He brought his beautifully directed, Les 
Miserables to our stage in 2018. We look forward to seeing 
The Vortex in November, yet another show Andrew will be 
directing for The Mount Players.

By Karen Hunt

20th March 2021 

SSaattuurrddaayy  99..3300aamm  ttiillll  33..3300ppmm    
MMeecchhaanniiccss  IInnssttiittuuttee  

112222  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  RRoommsseeyy  

Stallholder enquiries to Gail on 0416 028 219 

Entry $5 

We are Covid-19 compliant with QR code registration 

Romsey             
Antiques, Vintage &  

Collectibles Fair  
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THE BARINGO FILM 
CLUB 

The Baringo film Club is back with three 
screenings per week.

The programme for March 2021 is as follows:
Screening times: 3pm Wednesday, 3pm and 
7pm Saturday
3rd & 6th Mar          Truth (2015)
10th & 13th Mar Suzi Q 
17th & 20th Mar      Portrait of a Lady on Fire
20th Mar - 7pm Pirates of Penzance  
   (rescheduled)
24th & 27th Mar       Rams
31st Mar & 3rd Apr The Gentlemen

Many thanks  Beverley Durham on behalf of 
the Baringo Film Club Committee

www.baringofilmclub.com

UNVEILING THE
MASTERPLAN

ALEKSANDRA LA GRECA
FIONA KOSTIDIS
JESSICA JARVIE
JOHN WALLER

PHIL ELSON
WES WADDELL

 

19 MAR4 APR

SUNTHURS 11AM4PM
FRI & SAT 11AM9PM

15 GALLWAY ST, CASTLEMAINE

THEBRICKWORKSGALLERY.COM.AU

 

AN INTIMATE GROUP SHOW
USHERING IN A NEW ERA
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RIDDELLS CREEK PRIMARY SCHOOL
Dear parents, carers and families,

Welcome officially to the 2021 school year and our first 
newsletter for this year’s students at RCPS.

WELCOME PREPS!
We welcome our cute and clever preps and our new families 
to Riddells Creek Primary School. It’s been fun getting to 
know them so far and we look forward to celebrating their 
growth and achievements throughout their time here at 
RCPS.

WHAT WE’RE EXPLORING AT RIDDELL THIS TERM
Our throughline for learning this term is ‘Express Yourself!’  
Students will be exploring all the ways we can and do express 
ourselves.  This will cover health, personal and social learning 
from the curriculum.  Which leads us nicely into a new 
feather we have added to our bow in wellbeing program…
introducing…

REMINDERS:
Masks must be worn at all times while indoors by adults and 
students over 12 years of age who do not attend our school. 
Please do not be offended if we ask you to wear a mask.  

QR Codes have been set up at multiple entry points in 
our school. If you are onsite for more than 15mins you are 
required to ‘check in’ for contact tracing purposes. For 
assistance – please see the office.

PARENTS AND FRIENDS
RCPS is starting up our parents and friends association this 
year. Thank you to those who expressed interest late last 
year!  If you would like to join us help improve our school 
and work with us to organise working bees and fundraising we 
would love to have you onboard – send an email to the school 
email address riddells.creek.ps@education.vic.gov.au with the 
heading: Parents and Friends. 

KIMOCHIS
What kimochis are - On the surface, they’re a family of 
cuddly critters and a big bowl of emotions. Underneath, 
they’re a proven system for helping kids grow and transform 

by dealing skillfully with their feelings.  What Kimochis do 
- they help kids feel happy, safe, confident, compassionate 
and successful. They help them establish and sustain strong 
friendships. They help kids get along with each other. They 
help them become resilient, especially during these trying 
times.  For a full look at the characters, drop into the front 
office and have a look at our display.  For those who are 
interested, I am most definitely Hugtopus!!!  Which one are 
you?  To find out visit https://www.thewellbeingclassroom.
com.au/kimochis-store !!

Until next time,
Emma Brooksby - Principal

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RIDDELLS CREEK 
PRIMARY 2021 SCHOOL CAPTAINS
School Captains Tilly Allen and Lucien Milne
Vice Captains Tess Arthur and Nathan Griffiths

Education in Riddells Creek

Learning Locally
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MELALEUCA NEWS
Our Melaleuca Senior students completed a STEM challenge 
to design a bridge or tower using only mini marshmallows 
and toothpicks. Taking inspiration from the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge and Tower Bridge in London, the students had a 
fantastic time! You can see the creations in real life in the 
main corridor of RCPS and the MU5 classroom.

BANKSIA NEWS
Students in Banksia have been busy bees learning about 
their numbers. They had fun creating puppets of the Three 
Little Pigs with their new friends when consolidating their 
knowledge of the number 3. I wonder what exciting things 
they will create next!

SWIMMING TRIALS

CONGRATULATIONS GRADE 6’S
Grade 6 students who delivered fantastic speeches in front of the school and staff.
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COME ALONG TO OUR EASTER MARKE T!
Join Gisborne Montessori School for a fun day out at their 
family-friendly Easter Market on Saturday 27th March from 
8am until 2pm.

After the success of our Christmas Market and by popular 
demand, Gisborne Montessori School are once again proud 
to be supporting local businesses in the area by hosting an 
Easter Market. There will be 50+ stalls specialising in local 
gifts, arts and crafts, groceries, sweet treats, food vans, face 
painting, GMS’s animal friends and more. There may even be 
a special hoppity guest making an appearance on the day.

We give thanks to the community for supporting GMS at 
our Christmas Market, the proceeds of which helped us to 
build our new library. Our children are so excited to learn in 
a contemporary, innovative and technology rich workspace, 

designed to be collaborative, constructive and inclusive. In 
the words of a grade 3 student, “There are so many amazing 
books and games, new cushions, new couches and the space 
is great.”

The organisers will be implementing all appropriate health 
and safety measures to ensure the open-air event will be 
COVID Safe.

The market will be held on Saturday March 27th, 8am-2pm 
at the school grounds, 57 Barringo Road, New Gisborne.

For event details see www.gisbornemontessori.vic.edu.au

Gisborne Montessori School itself attracts students from all 
over the Macedon Ranges and beyond. School tours will be 
available on the day.

School enrolment enquiries can be directed to admin@
gisbornemontessori.vic.edu.au
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FROM YOUR COUNCILLORS
We were incredibly pleased to attend the official opening 
of the Romsey Men’s Shed. Full marks to those involved in 
bringing this project to completion. 

Also, the lights at the Romsey round-a-bout have had their 
final electrical inspection. Hopefully Powercor will have them 
switched on by the time you read this. 

At a recent meeting, Council resolved to submit on Green 
Wedge protection and agricultural activities in the Shire’s 
Farming Zone. There appears to be plenty of interest in 
the Government’s plans within a 100-kilometre radius of 
Melbourne.

For those in the west of the Ward, The Woodend Community 
Centre Master Plan is out for comment until the 8th March. 
It is worth a look.

Council has also adopted a Community Engagement Policy 
and Councillor Code of Conduct in line with Government 
policy. Processes are underway to employ a Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO). It is hoped the selected person will be ‘in 
the chair’ by April. The work of Acting CEO, John Nevins, is 
very much appreciated.

We will be starting Budget deliberations soon, with many 
important aspects to consider, including the COVID impact 
over the past year. 

Planning permit applications continue to flow in with Riddells 
Creek prominent. It is pleasing to see the degree of public 
interest being shown.

Recent damage to public and private property in several 
locations across the Ward, is disturbing. Thanks to those 
members of the public who report such vandalism to the 
Shire and Police. Efforts are being made to curtail the 
damage done (and associated repair costs).

LE T’S RECYCLE RIGHT AND KEEP 
MACEDON RANGES BEAUTIFUL
It’s been twelve months since the introduction of the four-
bin service and residents have done an incredible job sorting 
things into the right bins!

Since February 2020, using their new FOGO (Food 
Organics Garden Organics) bins, residents have saved 8,492 
tonnes of organic waste from landfill which has been turned 

into nutrient-rich compost used on farms, parks and gardens 
across the state.

This has resulted in a reduction of 24,967 tonnes of CO₂ 
equivalent in greenhouse gas emissions, compared to last 
year. This would provide enough electricity to power 4,227 
houses for one year.

Our new glass-only bins have saved 1,973 tonnes of glass 
from landfill, which has instead been used in Victorian roads 
and construction.

FOGO will be rolled out to remaining townships and rural 
areas at the end of this financial year. Affected properties 
will receive a letter in the post regarding upcoming changes.

While this is great news, we can all still do our part to reduce 
waste and recycle more. 

Q: Can you guess what the top incorrect item in the 
recycling bin is? 

A: Bagged recycling.  Please remember to put your recycling 
loose in the bin as bagged recycling could send a whole 
truckload to landfill!

Learn more about what belongs in which bin and what else 
you can recycle at your local transfer station by visiting our 
A-Z guide of what goes where on our website mrsc.vic.gov.
au/A-Zguide 

Local Council News...

news from the shire
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Caring for our Community

Health & Wellbeing

RIDDELL COUNTRY PRAC TICE
WHY AM I TIRED? ANAEMIA
If you suffer from a constellation of symptoms such as 
fatigue, lacking energy, shortness of breath on exertion, 
feeling lightheaded getting up from sitting or lying, pale skin, 
eyes and palms, you might be anaemic.

Anaemia is a medical word for low red blood cell count.  The 
red cells carry the oxygen around from the lungs to the rest 
of the body, and the haemoglobin molecule is the carrier of 
the oxygen.

Haemoglobin is made up of protein, of which the “haem” 
part contains iron.  Interestingly, the body needs plenty of 
iron stores, which it obtains from food like meat, along with 

other components such as folate and Vitamin B12.

If you have anaemia, it could be a deficiency or a problem 
with the liver, spleen or bone marrow, which are all part of 
the system that makes and recycles red cells every 28 days.

If the red cells are small and pale, it’s likely to be due to iron 
deficiency usually from blood loss, which may be obvious like 
menstrual periods or silent from the gut or stomach.  This 
is one of the reasons why we do faecal occult blood testing 
from age 50 onwards.

Once the cause of the low blood count is worked out, some 
plans can be made to correct it.

If you have any concerns, please see your doctor for advice.

By Dr Ken Baddeley

LEARNING FROM LOCAL EXPERIENCES DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
Local residents’ experiences during COVID-19 are being 
harnessed to understand the impact of the many and varied 
support systems that arose out of the pandemic and use this 
information to inform future responses. 

To learn from the community’s experiences during this time 
and to understand more about how support systems are 
perceived by the broader community, local organisations 
have contributed to the development of a ‘Community 
experiences during COVID-19’ survey.

Local community groups and organisations worked hard to 
connect and protect the community during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Some of these initiatives include developing a 
food pantry system, targeted distribution of mental health 
resource packs and increasing digital connection of older 
residents. Additionally, there are many informal or very 
local support systems that have popped up in communities, 
focused primarily on increasing community connection and 
supporting food security and other material aid. 

The survey is looking to engage the whole community and will be available online and via hard copy upon request. We 
want to ensure that isolated community members and those that are not digitally connected are able to engage, so 
encourage organisations, community groups, friends and neighbours to support those around them to access the survey. 
This survey is one way to engage with community members across their lifespan and to utilise lived experiences to 
inform future emergency responses.

All survey participants can go into the draw to win one of two $100 supermarket vouchers.

The survey is now open and can be accessed at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/communitycovidsurvey. For further 
information or for a hard copy to be sent to you, please contact Rhani Dean-Talbett on 5472 5333 or projects@
centralvicpcp.com.au.
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JOIN THE MOTHERS DAY CLASSIC
SUNDAY 9TH MAY 2021
An online ‘Team Riddell 3431’ has been set up click on 
the link https://www.mothersdayclassic.com.au/ start the 
Registration process and it will ask if you would like to join a 
Team. Thanks Steph Shade for the railway bridge photo.  You 
have the option of buying merchandise if you wish, even a 
scarf for your pet !

A very good cause to help fundraising and support for Breast 
Cancer awareness.  We envisage leaving from the Lions Park 
on Sunday 9th May, all welcome to join us on the day make a 
donation, there will be further details closer to the date, 5km, 
10km or simply a stroll around town wearing a splash of Pink !!

Riddells Riddles
 1.  David 
	 2.	Because	it	has	Greece	at	the	bottom
 3. A Joke!

GRIGORYAN BROTHERS: PAST, PRESENT 
AND FUTURE
Favourite back catalogue, own compositions and new works.

With a repertoire spanning centuries, continents and genres, 
amazing telepathy and the ability to draw emotion from every 
note, Slava and Leonard Grigoryan are justifiably regarded as 
Australia’s finest classical guitarists.

While it is their individual and combined artistry that brings 
the music alive, they are forever grateful to the composers 
and arrangers who have provided the framework for their 
performances.

For this concert, Slava and Leonard are honouring those Past, 
Present and Future who have provided the fuel for their fire.

Friday 26 March, 7.30pm

Kyneton Town Hall: 129 Mollison Street, Kyneton

Bookings: 1300 888 802 or online: mrsc.vic.gov.au/arts-
events
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Celebrating our local sports clubs and teams

Sports

RIDDELLS CREEK TENNIS CLUB
Hi everyone, I trust you have all enjoyed the school holidays. 
Hopefully this year will provide more positives. Here is an 
update on what’s happening at RCTC.

Congratulations to our section 4 Thursday night mixed team, 
the Riddells Creek Roses, who won their grand final last 
season. 

Our Junior competitions are well into full swing with the 2nd 
half commencing end of January.

Wednesday night Womens and Thursday night mixed 
competitions start in the middle of February and 
it’s wonderful to see a mix of age levels within the 2 
competitions. Our club prides itself on moving junior kids to 
play what is somewhat traditionally adult competition and 
they certainly give us a run for our money! Good luck to all 
of our teams.  

Tennis 4 Teens is kicking off again on Tuesday 9th Feb at 
6pm-7pm at the courts.  This is a fun social activity for teens 
aged between 12-17 years old. No tennis experience needed. 
Come along and bring a friend. The cost is $5 per session. It 
will run for 8 weeks in Term 1. 

OPEN COURT SESSIONS (OCS)
RCTC is running a fun social hit on Tuesday evenings for 4 
weeks to coincide with the AO ‘Summer of Tennis’, starting 
9th February. You don’t need to be a member to play. We 
also supply the equipment if you don’t have it. If you are 
interested in coming along, meeting new people and finding 

out more about what our club has to offer, then come long to 
the courts at 7:30pm and we will team you up with a player 
for a quick round of Fast 4 tennis. So…. make a date with 
tennis.

As always, the courts are available to hire, and always free to 
members.

https://play.tennis.com.au/riddellscreektennisclub/court-hire

See you at the courts! 

Fiona Walker

PRESIDENT RCTC

CALDER FLY FISHING
CASTING ABOUT DURING COVID-19 AND B117
Given the opportunity before the brief February lockdown, 
club expeditioners ranged near and far fishing for trout, 
cod, even carp. We were also briefly able to resume fly tying 
evenings, with Mike van der Graaf proving an ace instructor, 
showing us some new techniques. 

Chris Schrueder and Rod Kennet did well in North and 
Northeast Victoria. Chris caught a gold tagged prize winning 
brown trout.

After his share of cod fishing Ben wrote he thought he had 
‘COVID’. He explained his love for fly fishing for native fish 
as ‘Some kind of obsession that drives me to walk into giant 
spider webs and cast thousands of times. I need to hear the 
bloops of a surface fly and to kick the heart into gear with a 
BOOF’.

Kieran managed to snag a nice size ‘sewer salmon’ (ie 
carp) in Western Victoria after a battle with the current. 
Mick float tubed many kilometres in Lake Purrumbete to 
disappointingly only catch a redfin. Andrew Lipkewycz trying 
to get a good size carp in a western suburbs pond attracted 
the attention of a watcher on the shore; who called out, 
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waving his arms, ‘There’s no trout there!’ Andrew responded 
he was after carp, pointing to a fish tail in the water, only 
to be warned about a 1.5 metre Eastern Brown snake in the 
vicinity. Andrew responded he had already been chased by 
the snake, writing later, ‘Yeah, was a bit scary!’

If you’d like to know more about the Calder Fly Fishing 
Association please visit www.calderflyfishing.com.au/

Louis Bokor

ROMSEY GOLF CLUB
During 2010/11 the Romsey Sporting Precinct received a 
major overhaul and many improvements were made to the 
main oval, a new oval was constructed, many new facilities 
were built and existing ones improved. Since that time the 
town’s sporting needs have changed and it is now time to 
revisit the Sporting Precinct’s ‘Master Plan’. The Romsey 
Sporting Association, working closely with Romsey Park 
sporting groups and representatives from MRSC, will lead 
this review.

RGC MOTORISED BUGGY
In early 2020 we applied, successfully, for funds to assist us 
to buy a motorised buggy for use by ADF veterans, disabled 
golfers and older golfers. This buggy was funded by a grant 
from the Bendigo Bank, a donation from local MLA, Mary-
Anne Thomas and club monies. Throughout 2020 and into 
2021 the buggy has received a great deal of use and has been 
a real positive for the club.  89 year old vet Bob Dwyer loves 
the buggy and reckons it has knocked a few shots off his 

handicap.

2021 SUMMER CUP
After speaking with the family of Dean Jones it was decided 
to dedicate the 2021 Summer Cup to his memory. Dean 
was a long term member, a four times club champion and 
twice a Stroke Team Pennant winner. The Summer Cup 
runs throughout February, on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
and consists of rounds of Par, Stroke, Stableford and the 
Feburary Monthly Medal, so four rounds but two tries 
at each round. Each player’s three best round scores are 
counted.

TWILIGHT GOLF
RGC has been running Twilight Golf, nine-holes Stableford, 
every Friday evening from 4.00pm since the beginning of 
November. COVID-19 has meant that we have not been 
able to offer a light meal as part of the evening. The players 
compete for the ‘Titan of Twilight’, a much coveted award.

Subject to COVID-19 restrictions our Relay For Life Charity 
Golf Day will go ahead on Sunday, 21st February. So far we 
have 20 teams, just about the limit for the event.

The John Laing Shield; Ryan Davies (8) D Rob Rea (0) - 4/3

All bookings at: https://www.romseygolfclub.net BOOK 
NOW button. For detailed reports on all results see www.
romseygolfclub.net/results/2020/

Pres: 0417 088 891  Sec: 0400 768 040 www.
romseygolfclub.net

Pictured: ADF vets Chris Manktelow, Steve Wilkins & Hugh 
Drummond

Pictured: Mick Budija enjoying fin kicking in Purrumbete
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RCJMBA
WE’RE BACK… HANG ON... 
WAIT… AND YEP, WE’RE BACK!
What a hurricane couple of weeks 
we’ve had!! On the court, off the 
court, remote learning, back to 
face-to-face learning, all in a very short space of time. We 
would like to extend our greatest thanks to all our members 
and sponsors for being so understanding through this time 
of uncertainty, we are all very much navigating uncharted 
territory but can see that little light at the end of the tunnel. 
Keep informed of all announcements and updates via the 
Riddells Creek Junior Mixed Basketball Association Facebook 
page. 

The RCJMBA Lightning season started in a flash of 
enthusiasm and a few sideline nerves for some very keen 
young ballers on the court this month. Jordi and Ben had the 
court action in check while they tirelessly ran up and down 

the court reffing our youngsters in the first week back. We 
have absolutely loved seeing all the kids back on the court, 

showing off some amazing improvements in their overall 
game. 

RCJMBA were very lucky to secure a fundraising 
opportunity at Bunnings in late February. We are extremely 
grateful to those who threw both hands up to help on the 
BBQ and to those who have so very generously donated 
time, money and items to help us meet our fundraising goals. 
Keep an eye out on the RCJMBA Facebook page for further 
fundraising opportunities throughout the year. 

As always RCJMBA family, stay safe, keep well and we look 
forward to seeing you all back on the court. 

RIDDELLS CREEK 
BASKE TBALL CLUB (RCR)
WINTER 2021 SEASON 
In October 2016, RCR entered 3 
teams into the Sunbury Basketball 

Association’s Junior Domestic competition.

Fast forward to February 2021 and we have 18 teams 
representing Riddells Creek Basketball Club. 

This consists of 15 junior teams and 3 senior teams – pretty 
impressive hey?

We would like to thank our extraordinary committee who 
have all banded together to get the players back on the court 
throughout these crazy COVID times – it hasn’t been easy 
but has been so worth it.

INAUGURAL WOMEN’S TEAM
When local Mum, Renee Griffiths, approached Club 
President Peter back in 2020 with the idea of entering a 
Women’s team into the SBA’s Senior competition. We were 
excited but honestly thought it would never eventuate. 
Thanks to the power of the people, Facebook, Instagram, The 
Riddell Roundup and Club Senior Delegate Jenny, we now 
have our very own Women’s team. 
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The ladies played their first game. Riddells Creek, meet your 
lady basketballers: Renee, Mardi, Renae, Kelly, Rachael, Lily, 
Linsay, Mel, Julie and Di. 

GOT AN OLD UNIFORM TO SELL?
We are on the hunt for any old RCR uniforms that are no 
longer being used.

We are more than happy to sell your uniform on your behalf. 
Please note, we are not doing the uniform buy back scheme.

Please email uniforms.rcbc@gmail.com or message our 
Facebook page with your uniform size, jersey number and 
selling price.

LET THE COACHES COACH
We all love to hear cheering & positivity from the sidelines, 
however sometimes us parents get a little too passionate and 
start giving directions to the players on the court or to those 
sitting on the bench. 

This confuses the players and is not fair to the coaches who 
volunteer their time to coach your children.

If coaching is your passion then we would love to hear from 
you and discuss the possibility of you coaching in the future.

RIDDELLS CREEK NE TBALL ASSOCIATION I
invites all children to play the great game of netball. All 
abilities welcome including those who have never played 
before. Training starts Tuesday 2nd March at the Recreation 
Centre, Riddells Creek. Training times for each group to be 
advised. 

Competition starts Saturday 17th April at MRNA New 
Gisborne.  

Players needed for

Under 9’s (age 7 to 9) 
Under 11’s  (age 11 if turned this year & under)
Under 13’s (13 if turned this year & under)
Under 15’s (age 15 & under (if turned 15 this year) 
Under 17’s (age 17 & under if turned 17 this year).  

Note:  All players must be registered with Netball Victoria 
before the start of training.  A link to register will be 
forwarded to those who are interested.  Advise your 
acceptance ASAP to Flo Wallace at rcna.president@gmail.
com or text 

Flo on 0408 360 128.  

Also if you are interested in coaching please contact Flo – 
details as above.

NetSetGo for Preps to Year 3 starts in Term 3.  More details 
later.
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Medication

Toilet 
Paper

 Clothes 
or Rags Toys

Hygiene 
Products  


 


From 1 July 2021, Western Water will join with 
City West Water to form a new water corporation, 
Greater Western Water. 
Find out more at westernwater.com.au/GWW
Call 1300 650 422    SMS 0480 015 200

Don’t Flush It! 
Flushing the wrong items down the toilet can damage 
the sewer system. Only flush poo, pee and toilet paper.

Tissues

Wipes

Plastic 
Bags

Nappies
Cotton
 Buds
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Community and Essential Services
 
POLICE // FIRE // AMBULANCE  EMERGENCY...........000
Riddells Creek CFA .......................03 5428 6000 / 000 
Riddells Creek Police Station..........03 5428 6171 / 000 
State Emergency Services (SES)......................13 25 00
Macedon Ranges Shire..........................03 5422 0333  
(including emergency after-hours and access to on-call Local Laws rangers)
Riddells Creek Post Office.......................... 5428 6602 
Riddells Creek Men’s Shed .....................(Don Clark) 0409 334 551
Riddells Creek Primary School...........…03 5428 7277
Riddells Creek Kindergarten................... 03 5428 7207
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House...... 03 5428 7836
VicEmergency Hotline:........................... 1800 226 226
Wildlife Victoria — to report injured animal:...1300 094 535
Poisons Information Centre (VIC):..................13 11 26
Lifeline—crisis support and suicide prevention: ...13 11 14
DirectLine—drug and alcohol support.......1800 888 236
Family Drug Help ....................................1300 660 068
Suicide call back service: ........................1300 659 467
Kids Helpline: ...........................................1800 551 800
MensLine Australia: ................................1300 789 978
1800RESPECT ...................................1800 737 732 24
24 hour national sexual assault, family and domestic violence counselling line
Centre for Non-Violence…...................... 03 5430 3000
Translating & Interpreting Service....................... 131 450
Free access to a telephone or on-site interpreter in your own language. 
Immediate phone interpreting is available 24 hours, every day of the year.

Riddell Roundup Advertisers
 
Advanced Dental Group........................................03 5428 7737
Andrew Baddeley - Podiatrist................................. 03 5428 7591
Bendigo Community Bank ............................................5420 7210
Cassie McTaggart (Riddells Creek Dancing School) ................. 0439 413 222
Dromkeen ............................................................... 0432 282 704
Gisborne Medical Centre ...................................... 03 5428 3355
Essential Solar........................................................03 8335 9990
Gisborne Peak Winery................................................. 5428 2228
HighTech Plumbing and Gas ............................... 0401 182 948
JB Painting & Decorating ................ .54287542 / 0412 540 789
John Haber Grass Slashing ............... 5428 7166 / 0427 058 164
Langley McKimmie Chartered Accountants .............. 03 5427 8100
Macedon Ranges Chaffeur Cars  ......................... 1300  85 35 75
Macedon Ranges Family Law ......................................... 5428 8711
Nolan Builds ............................................................0437 682 442
NorthWestern Property Group ....................................5429 1344
Paul the Electrician ................................................. 0416 190 968
Pearce Webster Dugdales Law........................................9670  0700
Poultons Garage.............................................................5428 7555
Powered Services ....................................................0401 661 400
Riddell Motors ...............................................................5428 6190
Riddells Creek Hotel  ....................................................5428 6777
Riddells Creek Pharmacy...............................................5428 6622
Riddell Stockfeed.......................................................... 5428 7001
Sheridan Blinds................................0419 034 941 / 0417 526 844
Sacred Heart College  ............................................. 03 5421 1200
Slipstream Motorcycles.............. .............................. 9740 3100
Smillie Appliance Servicing .................................... 0414 355 409

Your Riddell Roundup 
Coordinating committee: Deb Hull, David Laurie, Leanne Vandermeer, Narelle McGellin, Kate Hanlon, Julie Smith
Editing, Layout and Images Team: Leanne Vandermeer, Lorna Jackson, Jude Ellis, Claire Graham, Deb Hull, Emily Morris, Kristine Rawlinson, 
Dylan Bottams
Business Development: Narelle McGellin
Printing & Distribution Team: David Laurie, Susie Laurie, Karen Hasselo, Desley Adams, Jennie Pfeiffer, Peter McGellin
Contributors: The deadline for all submissions is the 15th of the month, for the publication on the 1st of the next month (except December). Articles 
should be in an unformatted Word document and emailed to: riddellroundup@gmail.com.
Alternatively, submissions can be posted to:

Riddell Roundup Editor
PO Box 106
RIDDELLS CREEK 3431

The contributor’s name, address and contact number must accompany each submission.

SIZE OF SUBMISSIONS AND PHOTOGRAPHS: 
Where possible submissions should be 200 to 300 words and photographs should be supplied as separate JPEG files no larger than 400kb.
Advertisers: Please contact us via email: riddellroundup@gmail.com for current pricing and sizes available. 
Editorial Content:  Views expressed by contributors are their own and not endorsed by the publisher or the editor of the Riddell Roundup. No 
responsibility is accepted by the publisher or the editor for the accuracy of any information contained in the text or advertisements. The editor 
and publisher reserve the right to reject any submissions or advertisement for any reason. Publishing decisions are not based on subject matter and 
we reserve the right to edit all submissions. We have a policy of allowing all political parties equal access to this platform. We will not print or disseminate 
any content that we consider to be defamatory, offensive, racist, discriminatory or hateful in any way. 

This publication is proudly sponsored by
Foodworks / Advanced Dental Group / Gisborne & District Community Bendigo Bank 

/ Essential Solar / Riddell Motors / AutoCopy Gisborne 
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