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FUDGE, DOGS AND THE CODE 9 
FOUNDATION
It was a chilly outback morning when local 
residents Kate and Leanne started the final 
leg of their fundraising journey for The 
Code 9 Foundation...
We were about to embark on a five-day trek along various 
sections of the Larapinta Trail, in the West Macdonnell 
Ranges, just outside Alice Springs.

These five days were the culmination of 18 months of hard 
work, fundraising by selling fudge at markets, running raffles 
and Bunnings BBQs. Leanne worked it out, ‘We have made 
more than 5000 bars of fudge during this time – that is a lot 
of fudge!’ 

Our group consisted of 13 people, mainly police officers 
and nurses from Victoria. All have been affected, or have 
someone close to them affected, by PTSD or mental illness 
through their work as a first responder. Over the five days, 
the group became close, sharing their stories around the 
campfire at night.

Continues on page 17...
Pictured below: The Code 9 Larapinta team at the top of 
Mount Sondor

Support your local news.
Riddell Roundup is a not-for-profit publication 
brought to you every month by dedicated volunteers 
and auspiced by the Riddells Creek Neighbourhood 
House. Email riddellroundup@gmail.com to 
subscribe for your free full colour digital copy.

AUGUST 2022

Riddells Creek  
Farmers Market 
Sat 20th august 2022
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1ST RIDDELL SCOUTS
The Scout Group has had another 
busy month, even with School 
Holidays! To close an adventurous 
term 2 our Cubs headed off to Bay 
Park at Mount Martha for their 
Enchanted Adventure camp joined 

by 1st Romsey Scout Group. The first bit of excitement was 
when the cubs discovered they would sleep in old railway 
carriages. During the day, they had a trip to Tree Surfing 
Park at the Enchanted Adventure Park, tried archery, played 
mini golf, went through hedge mazes before returning home 
to start their school holidays.

One of our Venturers headed off bike packing for four days. 
His bike was loaded with panniers that contained all of his 
food, clothes, sleeping equipment and tent. Day one was a 
ride from Riddells Creek to Seymour to camp on the banks 
of the Goulburn River before cycling back to Tallarook to 
meet a Scout at the rail trail the next morning. They then 
rode to Bonnie Donne with an overnight stop at Merton. 
On the final day the Venturer rode solo again, ending the 
journey at Euroa. The journey was 280km for the venturer 
and 130km for the Scout.

This expedition was designed, planned and executed by the 
two youth members as a result of the experience they have 
gained through Scouting. They completed all of the planning 
that consisted of route planning , safety, equipment, correct 
meals to maintain energy, water filtration consideration, 
camping locations (yes, they were in hiking tents each night) 
and much more. It is so fulfilling to see Youth members be 
able to independently plan adventures like this.

Back into term 3 and we got straight into it. Our Cubs 
hosted a cake sale to raise funds towards their upcoming 

Snow Camp, the Joeys had a District Sleepover in Woodend 
with 30 other Joeys to prepare for Kangaree that is 
rapidly approaching, and a number of Venturers prepared 
a Christmas In July dinner for the Scouts Victoria State 
Leadership Team at Treetops. Of course, the Venturers 
squeezed in an overnight camp while they were there! 

Kangaree is a camp that sees 5-8 year olds from across the 
State attend Lardner Park in Warragul for an adventure like 
no other. Our Joeys headed down by bus with other Joeys 
from across the District.When they arrived they put their 
gear in their tent and got straight into an assortment of 
activities that some may have never experienced before. We 
saw at our Region Camp earlier in the year just what Joeys 
can do, including heading down the 5m abseiling wall, so 
there is no holding them back.

QUEEN’S SCOUT AWARD
We currently have three Venturers progressing well on 
their Queen’s Scout award. This is the peak award in 
Scouting and a journey for the youth members. There are 
a number of different elements that they need to cover 
including leadership, environment, first aid and of course, 
an expedition. They also create their own journey in what 
they enjoy, as an example one Venturer caught the train 
to the city and rode out to Mount Waverley to do a bike 
maintenance course as part of their personal journey. There 
is nothing better than seeing a young person develop through 
the 15-18 year range. Obtaining a Queen’s Scout award is 
something globally recognized, recognized by employers and 
also provides extra points towards their ATAR score at some 
universities. 

Have a great month. We always have room for new members, 
youth or adult and if you would like to know more about the 
benefits of a Queen’s Scout award on University entry or 
simply the opportunity through these formative years please 
reach out to Allison via agl.1striddellscreek@gmail.com or 
call Andrew on 0483 849 830.

Pictures, Art, Opinions, History, Updates and Tales from Around Town

Around Riddell. . .

RIDDELLS CREEK LIONS 
CLUB
NEWS FLASH
Following discussions with 
Community Groups across 
the nation it is confirmed that 
Bunnings Australia will increase the cost of the ‘sausage 
sizzle’ from $2.50 to $3.50. Most of the community 
feedback is supportive to the volunteers’ not-for-profit 
groups, charities and community groups. The rise will come 
into effect as of Saturday 23 July 2022, and will be the first 
increase in 15 years.

MEMORIAL DRIVE GATES
Riddells Creek Primary School Council has agreed to support 
the Lions Club with their grant application to refurbish 
the War Memorial Gates which sit on ‘Memorial Drive’ on 
Education Department land. The Victorian Government 
grant process is due to open in October. Should you be 
interested and passionate about the restoration and its 
continued functionality to serve the Community please reach 
out to Melanie Kinsey: 0455754220

LIONS PARK
A new Community Shelter will commence later this month 
funded by our successful Stronger Communities Grant from 
the Government, the ongoing support from the Gisborne & 
District Community Bank and Lions Club fundraising, so a 
huge thank you to each of you who support our fundraising 
efforts. 

The new shelter will be built as a staged process. The Lions 
Club appreciate that all industries are struggling in many 
ways, along with the increase cost of materials, backlog 
of infrastructure projects/jobs and staffing. Lions are 
appreciative to the Team at Raysett Constructions and the 
additional in-kind local business onboard to support this 
much needed Community project.

The Lions Club has a fresh application submitted to MRSC 
Community Funding Scheme to not only support the 
increased costs of a new all-abilities design BBQ but to 
coordinate and plan the delivering of ‘bore drilled’ power to 
this end of the park, which is a costly exercise. We hope that 
our application is worthy of $12k to support this pandemic 
response to increased population and visitors to the Macedon 
Ranges. So all cross your fingers and toes, otherwise you may 
just have to BYO your BBQ to the Lions Park!

LIONS MEDICAL BOOKS
A combined community service project by Rotary, Lions 
Club and Ambulance Service About EMIB – Emergency 
Medical Information Book

The ‘Emergency Medical Information Book’ contains all your 
information and medical records which are needed if or when 
an ambulance is called and you need to be transported to a 
hospital.

The Lions Club have a small collection of medical books 
which will be available at the Riddells Creek Pharmacy. 
Please reach out if you would like to donate funds towards a 
new bulk order for the Community.

MEMBERSHIP DETAILS
Want to make a difference in the Riddells Creek community?

We meet twice a month on the first Monday, Riddells Creek 
Pub (dinner) @ 7.30pm amd on the third Wednesday, St 
Johns Hall, Melvins Rd, Riddells Creek @ 8pm

The Club, along with partners and friends, also enjoy a social 
movie night at Sunbury Reading cinemas with dinner prior. 
Recently enjoying the return of Mount Players Theatre in 
Macedon to see the local talents, featuring plays of The Odd 
Couple and Reservoir Dogs.

If you are interested in becoming involved with Lions or take 
part in upcoming projects, please phone our membership 
Chairman Ian Arnel 0411 437 167 / Secretary Steve Williams 
54287320 / Narelle McGellin 0408558156.
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Volunteering, Safety, Commmunity Building and Socialising

Community Group Updates

RIDDELLS CREEK CFA

FIRE DANGER RATING

From 1 September 2022, Australia’s 
Fire Danger Rating System will be 
improved and simplified, to make it 
easier for you to make decisions to 
stay safe on days of fire danger risk. 
Until now, Victoria had 6 rating levels 
which will be reduced to 4:

The fire danger rating sign in Riddells 
Creek will be replaced with a new sign 
over the coming months and a national 
media campaign will commence in 
August. 

Please refer to the Riddells Creek 
Facebook page for any hosted 
information sessions. 

TURN OUTS

Since penning the brigade’s article for 
the July edition of the Roundup the 
brigade has responded to 4 incidents 
– all were support calls to Gisborne, 
Bolinda and Romsey.

For the 2022 calendar year to date 
the brigade has been responded to a 
total of 52 incidents. 

MRODC
July’s new members 
saw cool weather, 
but no rain. We had 
a total of 26 new 
puppies join us.  

Training is important to both you and 
your pup. How do we teach our pup 
acceptable behavior? Before starting, 
you need to ask yourself, what do you 
want them to know? Basic commands 
like sit, down, come and stay are the 
most used.  

Many people start with puppy school, 
often run by vets and pet stores, but 
are unsure where to go next. This is 
where dog obedience comes in, either 
at home or in a private or group class. 
It’s the next level in training.  

Training at home is a great way for you 
and your dog to get know each other 
and form a lifetime bond. Be consistent 
with your training, treats for good work 
are a great motivator, but it is not the 
only way; leading by example/positive 
reinforcement can be a better option. 
Pups love attention and using verbal 
praise will strengthen your bond.

Taking a group class when your dog 
meets the vaccination requirements, 
provides a safe environment to learn 
from a trained instructor, as well as 
giving them the opportunity to socialize 
with other dogs and people. The better 
socialized your pup, the better behaved 
they will be in public and at home.

Have fun, be patient with your puppy 
and remember, you are both learning.  
It’s new to them and they will make 
mistakes but be calm, consistent, 
encouraging, patient and positive.

Visit our website  www.
macedonrangesdogclub.org.au, 
Facebook page or email  info@
macedonrangesdogclub.org.au and we 
will contact you.  

Take care, stay safe and remember, a 
dog is family.

Carol - Instructor/Treasurer MRODC

BOOK CLUB
THE DEATH OF IVAN ILYICH / BY 

LEO TOLSTOY
It was quite a surprise, collecting this 
book from the library!

Tolstoy’s War and Peace has 1,440 
pages, Anna Karenina has 500 pages 
but this book has only 105 pages, with 
blank pages between each chapter.  
Easily read whilst having a coffee after 
dinner.

Just as well it was only short as waiting 
for Ivan’s death was rather depressing, 
despite starting light heartedly. Many 
concerned people were coming to see 
him whilst wondering how they could 
prosper upon his death, and wishing 
him well, although he is wasting away. 
Ivan realises that even his family isn’t 
waiting for him to recover, but to die. 
He begins to wonder, has he lived the 
wrong kind of life?

Perhaps Tolstoy was writing of the 
selfishness of the privileged aristocracy 
as opposed to the peasant class.

One of our readers said “there is a lot 
to think about in this small volume. It 
is a sobering reflection on mortality”.  
Members, although pleased they read 
the book, found ‘enjoyed’ was not the 
right word

CHRISTMAS IN RIDDELLS CREEK
“So long, farewell, Wiedersehen, good night, I hate to 
go and leave this pretty...” little town but Ern and I have 
decided to move a little further out. Ern and I have called 
Riddells Creek home for over 30 years and have loved the 
friendly community feeling this town has shown us, enjoying 
every minute of our time here. We would like to thank 
everyone for their friendship and support.

Ern and I both come from families who have been big into 
community volunteering and charity work, but nothing 
has given us as much pleasure as the Christmas in Riddells 
Creek community project. The new friends we have made 
and many community members met through this project 
are simply wonderful. I know I gave myself the title of 
‘Riddell’s Creeks Christmas Tree Lady’ but I would like 
to thank the committee past and present for all their 
wonderful work, you make me shine. There is also a huge 
team of family and friends that have added to this project 
over the years and I think we are leaving it in a very healthy 
position and I would like to thank everyone of you.

I hope this community project continues to shine and I hope 
the community get behind it and take it on to bigger and 
better things. Don’t be scared to stand up and volunteer. 
If everybody does a little bit then we can all enjoy a big 
Christmas celebration. 

Many thanks, Des ‘n Ern

-- Artwork Image --

RIDDELLS CREEK 
PHARMACY

-  Professional Health Care, Service 
   and Advice 
-  Vitamins 
-  Huge range of Gifts for all occasions
-  Passport Photos
-  Natio, Max Factor cosmetics 
-  Asthma equipment, Blood Glucose & 
-  Blood Pressure monitors 

Open -  Mon, Wed & Thur 9am-7pm
 -  Tues & Fri 9am-6pm
 -  Saturday 9am-1pm

7 Station Street
Riddells Creek
Ph 5428 6622
Fax 5428 7765
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Spend $5 on any 
Cadbury product 

during July and 
August, 

pop your docket 
in the entry box 
for the chance 
to win a 10kg 

block of 
chocolate!

Wisdom & Surgical Extractions Under Sleep 
Dentistry and General Anaesthesia 

at Kilmore Hospital
We Bulk Bill under the Child Dental Benefit Schedule

Riddells Creek - 5428 7737
Wallan - 5783 4727

www.advanceddentalgroup.com.au/contact/

YOUR LOCAL DENTIST

Emergency and Weekend 
Appointments Available
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The heart and hub of the community

Neighbourhood house

NEWS FROM THE HOUSE
OPEN MIC NIGHT 

Join us at the warm and cosy House for a chilled evening of 
music at our next Open Mic between 6pm and 8.30pm on 
Friday 26th July (4th Friday of the month). Featured talent 
has included Beau, Vince, Kat, Tom, and Keith. Come along 
and have a go! All are welcome and there is an encouraging 
and supportive audience. Gold Coin donation, $3 for a hot 
soup, toasted cheese sandwich, or bring your own picnic tea.  
Tea and coffee available. Farm Truck is also available over the 
road at Poulton’s Garage.

THE CO-OP NEWS
The Co-op (Women’s Practical Skills Group) had its first 
official session on Wednesday 13th July and what a lot of 
fun we had ( we learnt a few things too). We gathered in 
Terry’s (a Riddells Creek local) magnificent shed on a chilly, 

damp Wednesday morning with our hammers, hats, gloves, 
scarves, coats and plenty of enthusiasm. After marveling at 
Terry’s amazing setup and ingenuity we got stuck into some 
drilling, hammering and sawing and began getting a feel for 
using a drill and the different types of screws and drill bits  
required for different tasks. Terry was full of helpful tips 
and encouragement. After a bit of lunch (delicious hot soup 
warmed up in Terry’s camp oven), Terry showed us around 
his inspiring house and garden and we met his lovely wife, 
Suzanne. many of the materials used are reclaimed and he 
repurposes them in the most ingenious ways. What a great 
way to kick off The Co-op and may we have many more 
informative, motivating and inspiring sessions like this one. 
Thanks Terry! 

by Selina Mascoll

TERM 3 CLASSES BEGIN 

There’s still time to enrol in one of our great offerings for 
Term 3 including courses, workshops and training. 

NEW COURSE AT THE HOUSE

• Sewing skills (including basic patchwork)
• Macrame Workshop
• Kids Mindfulness (9-12yr olds)

STORYTIME 
Now on every Wednesday at the White Goose Book 
Exchange, Riddells Creek Uniting Church Sutherlands Road, 
10.30am - 11.00am $2 donation

POWER SAVING BONUS (PSB) 

The RCNH is a registered Outreach provider for the 
PSB. We are able to assist community members to make 
a successful submission for the payment. A new $250 
payment is available for all Victorian households who use 
the Victorian Energy Compare website to compare their 
current energy deal and seek out a better price. Previous 
PSB recipients are also able to apply after July 1st. Make 
an appointment with us and we will assist you through the 
process. Appointments available Mondays and Wednesdays.

OUR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WORK
VISIT TO THE GOODSTART CHILDCARE CENTRE
We were delighted to visit the GoodStart Childcare Centre 
to meet 30 delightful 3-5 year olds during Plastic Free July! 
Well done to you all for being able to tell the difference 
between soft (scrunchy) and hard plastics, and for knowing 
which to put in the yellow bin!

PRIORITY PROJECTS FOR RIDDELLS CREEK
The Reconnecting Riddell Survey results identified that 
the community needs to work better together to identify 
and prioritise town infrastructure projects in order to 
advocate for resources through Council, State and Federal 
Government. The following  survey is to identify potential 
projects to create a central list for further community 
discussion and prioritisation.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LShSJOPyqUtfjAa0MrY
mwHp2Bf1CMStEbytHns59pUs/edit?usp=sharing

AMESS ROAD
Echelon Planners and Max Hardy Consultants have 
completed initial consultations with our community around 
the Precinct Structure Plan. They have undertaken to come 
back to participants with our input and how it will be used in 
the draft PSP they present to Council. If you would like to 
be a part of the residents group that is keeping a watch on 
this please let us know and we’ll pop you on the list.

Feel free to drop into the House to see our display of how 
Planning and Development works and how you can have a 
proactive voice as part of the process. There is also a display 
on the Woodend-Macedon-New Gisborne-Riddells Creek 
Shared Trail.  

Contact:  info@riddellscreeknh.com.au  or 54287836.  
Lisa Linton Community Development Manager manager@
riddellscreeknh.com.au and Celia Spykers Coordinator 
coordinator@riddellscreeknh.com.au

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LShSJOPyqUtfjAa0MrYmwHp2Bf1CMStEbytHns59pUs/edit?usp=sharing 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1LShSJOPyqUtfjAa0MrYmwHp2Bf1CMStEbytHns59pUs/edit?usp=sharing 
mailto:manager%40riddellscreeknh.com.au%20?subject=
mailto:manager%40riddellscreeknh.com.au%20?subject=
mailto:coordinator%40riddellscreeknh.com.au?subject=
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Pearce 
Webster 
Dugdales

Your local lawyers 
specialising in

    -  Wills & Estates
    -  Family Law
    -  All things Property
Contact us on 03 9614 5122

info@pearcewebster.com.au

Office open on Tuesday or 
by appointment

5A Station Street, Riddells Creek

Car,  Truck, 
Tractor Battery 

Drive
Sunday 7th August

Drop off your old batteries at the Scout 
Hall between 10am and 12 noon, or 

contact batterydrive.1striddellscreek@
gmail.com for collection of over 10 

batteries from your location

are you nuts for 
donuts?

why not try a delicious donut 
from your local riddells creek 

convenience store - though it might 
be difficult to choose!

Gisborne Genealogical Group
Family History Week Events

family History
Celtic Day Seminar

THREE SESSIONS

• 9.45 - 11.00am  - The Celts, Cornwall, and the Cornish in
          Australia – Lyn Hall

• 11.15 - 12.30pm  - Scottish Kirk Session Records – Joy Roy

• 1.15 - 2.40pm - You can’t research Irish ancestors – all the
records were lost – WRONG! – Susie Zada

Venue - Uniting Church, Brantome Street, Gisborne
Bookings essential - Contact Lorna - Ph 0402 091 034
Featuring harpist - Fran Thiele

$20 (members), $25 (non-members) for the entire day

For more information please contact Lorna Jackson e: lorna_jackson@bigpond.com 

Additionally, the GGG Family History Room, adjoining the Gisborne Library, will be open for research each day during the 
week preceding our Celtic Day (Monday 22 August until Friday 26 August) from 1pm to 4pm. 
Volunteers will be on duty each day to help you with your research queries.

Saturday 27 August 2022
9.30am to 4.00pm

mailto:batterydrive.1striddellscreek%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:batterydrive.1striddellscreek%40gmail.com?subject=
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 Business Advisory 

 Accounting and Taxation 

Services 

 Superannuation 

 Audit and Assurance 

 Bookkeeping & Payroll 

Services 

 Corporate and 

Administrative Services  

 

17 Nicholson Street, Woodend  

T: 03 5427 8100 

E: info@lmck.com.au 

www.langleymckimmie.com.au 

 

JOHN HABER
Grass Slashing, Mowing, 

Fire Breaks & Contract 
Hay Baling

Fully Insured & Workcover 
Approved

Heavy Tilt Tray Services 
• For Transporting Machinery, 

Containers, Vehicles, Site 
Sheds, etc.

• 9m Tilt and Slide Tray with an 
additional 6m trailer

• Interstate Specialist
T: 5428 7166
M: 0427 058 164
ABN 80 453 590 902

general practice 
of the year

16 BRANTOME STREET 
GISBORNE 3437

PH: 03 5428 3355
www.gisbornemedical.com.au

Specialising in: Family Law, 
Capital Gains Tax, 

Rental Determination, 
Superannuation Compliance, 

Deceased Estate / 
Probate

Ph: 03 5429 1344 
Mob: 0411 415 945

NICK WALSH
nick@northwestern.net.au
www.northwestern.net.au

Gallery & Tearoom

Open Wednesday – Saturday
Morning/Afternoon Tea

& Light Lunches
9am - 5pm

Gallery, Tea Room and Con-
ference Facilities available

Bookings & Enquiries
0432 282 704

0416 190 968
paultheelectrician@yahoo.com

REC: 20321

Domestic, Light Commercial 
& Rural

Safety switches & 
switchboard upgrades

Data & Comms
Pensioner Rates

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF BEES
KEEPING BEES HAPPY DURING WINTER
Winter is well and truly here, and the bees have pretty much 
bunkered down in their hives away from the cold weather. 
My hives are quite young, and the bees haven’t had the 
opportunity to create a good store for the winter. 

The honeybee requires proteins, carbohydrates, vitamins, 
fats, and minerals in their diet to survive and thrive. To 
supplement their stores, I made ‘sugar cakes’ to keep them 
going. To do this, I mixed 2kg sugar, a little water and bee 
supplement called ‘AgriSea’ until it became a stiff, putty like 
mixture. I pressed the mixture into tins, putting them in the 
oven at a low temperature till they were dry and solid. 

These cakes can be put on the hive mat, above the frames, 
which is just under the hive’s lid. This will be easy for the 
bees to access over the coming months and will hopefully see 
them through until the spring flowers bloom again.

THE SEASONAL COLOUR BLAST
The Correa has been in flower in Barrm Birrm since June, 
pale yellow bells scattered through the low plants. I planted 

a couple of the same plant five years ago in my own garden, 
and they have grown now to massive clouds of green that 
fill out the edge of the garden. But where are their flowers? 
While their wild cousins deck themselves out, my domestic 
Correa are strangely muted.

They’ve been bred that way, all green billow and very little 
flower. Across the road in Barrm Birrm, I go hunting for the 
wild version. Correa reflexa. They are scattered here and 
there in the lower slopes, but then I find a creek bank edged 
with plants. Their leaves are sparse and without the glossy 
green that comes with breeding, but the flowers are profuse. 
I like this plant, the way it never grows large, but always 
blooms with confidence.

The Hardenbergia is another native that lives in two worlds. 
Hardenbergia violacea. On my veranda, this ‘bred to please’ 
native is a riot of purple, and I’ve given it a judicious prune 
each summer to stop it completely taking over the frame 
around the deck. Over in Barrm Birrm, it’s more elusive. It 
stays low to the ground and spreads out a metre or two. Its 
flowers are no less brilliant but they are less obvious, and you 
have to look for the plant. Once your eye is in, you’ll find it 
everywhere.

Clematis, Grevillea, the ferocious Hakea Bushy Needlewood—
the same pattern repeats. Sparse and requiring keen eyes to 
find them in the wild; luxuriant and obvious in their domestic 
incarnation. Show ponies. I prefer their wild progenitors, living 
by their wits. These black and white images won’t say much, 
but try the Landcare website to see what I’m talking about.

Better still, head up to Barrm Birrm this Spring, and you’ll 
find them hanging out, doing their seasonal colour blast.

Ross Colliver, Riddells Creek Landcare

Taking care of our local environment

Sustainability + Environment

Above: Homemade sugar cakes
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THRIVING COMMUNITIES AND 
ENVIRONMENT GUIDE THE FUTURE FOR 
GREATER WESTERN WATER
Communities, customers and caring for Country are central 
to Greater Western Water’s approach to delivering essential 
water and wastewater services across our region.

These focus areas were identified through the launch of 
its 2030 Strategy, which coincided with its one year-
anniversary, following the integration of City West Water 
and Western Water in July 2021.

Managing Director Maree Lang said the first GWW strategy 
shows how the organisation will manage the challenges of 
population growth and climate change. ‘We’re creating 
a more liveable region and supporting projects to help 
our diverse communities thrive economically, socially, 
environmentally and culturally,’ she said.

GWW Senior First Nations Advisor, Aunty Kym Monohan, 
said a key highlight of the strategy was GWW’s commitment 
to healing and caring for Country.

‘One way we pay respect to Country is through our 
commitment to reaching net zero carbon by 2030 and 
leading the way towards zero waste through innovative 
solutions that will benefit the land and waterways,’ she said.

The GWW strategy was developed with input from customers 
and Traditional Owner groups from the Kulin Nation.

Read the Strategy at the Greater Western Water website.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
BEST STICKY DATE PUDDING EVER!
Mmmm, is there anything like a warm pudding with rich 
caramel sauce on a cold night?

This sticky date pudding is a little different to others as it has 
dark chocolate in it. Although this makes the pudding a little 

richer, it doesn’t seem so sweet. You can bake this pudding in 
a cake tin or use a muffin tray for individual serves. Both the 
caramel sauce and the pudding freeze well.

Ingredients
200g pitted dates, chopped
1 ¼ cups water
1 tsp bicarb soda
60g butter, softened
¾ cup caster sugar
2 eggs
1 cup self-raising flour
75g(3 rows) dark cooking chocolate, chopped

Sauce
1 cup thickened cream
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
200g butter

NOTE: I find the sauce is enough for two puddings, so I either 
double the pudding recipe or freeze the sauce for next time!

Method
Preheat oven to 180 degrees Celsius
Place dates and water in a saucepan and bring to the boil.
Remove from the heat, stir in bicarb soda, and stand for 5 
minutes. Puree till smooth. Stir through chocolate.
Cream butter and caster sugar. Add eggs, one at a time and 
beat well.

Fold in flour, then pureed dates.
Pour mixture into a greased and lined 21cm round pan or 
muffin tray.
Bake for 55 minutes (25 minutes for individual ones)
Prepare sauce by placing the cream, brown sugar, and butter 
in a saucepan. Stir over a low heat until the sugar dissolves. 
Bring to the boil, then reduce the heat and simmer for 5 
minutes.
Remove the pudding from the oven and stand for 10 minutes. 
Turn out onto a plate, slice and serve with caramel sauce, ice-
cream and/or cream.

AMESS ROAD DEVELOPMENT
In 2013, Macedon Ranges Shire rezoned the land north of 
Amess Road for development to assist with future growth 
in Riddells Creek. This was due to its designation as a 
‘priority residential development precinct’ in the Riddells 
Creek Structure Plan, which is part of Council’s Settlement 
Strategy.

Urban planners from Echelon Planning and designers and 
landscape architects from UrbanFold have been working with 
Council Planners to develop a Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) 
for the Amess Road Precinct. You might have heard about it 
through Council’s website, or been involved in consultation 
on a draft urban framework plan for Riddells Creek in 2019.

To learn about the project so far, go to tinyurl.com/
AmessUpdate

In mid-July we’ll be running some in-person and online 
sessions to share updates on the progress of the PSP 
including discussion of the key ideas and technical reports, 
and to invite your feedback about the key ideas.

WHAT INPUT CAN I HAVE?
We want to hear if you think we’re on the right track with our 
planning and if you have any other ideas or matters we should 
be considering as part of the preparation of the PSP.

QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT THE AMESS ROAD 
DEVELOPMENT
The developer is presenting their ideas and seeking opinion 
on a development north of Amess Road that will dramatically 
increase the size of Riddells Creek. Here are some questions a 
group of concerned residents think are worth getting answers to. 
You might want to ask some of these too.
• How will the development fit in with the character of the 

town? How will street widths, housing setbacks, fencing 
and street planting, and provision for parking by residents 
and visitors fit with the character of the established parts 
of Riddells Creek? 

• Will there be a range of lot sizes to provide for different 
housing needs, for families, couples, single and elderly 
people? What provision will there be for social housing?

• What will be the balance between housing and open space?
• How will the development enable people to connect to 

the existing town? If traveling on foot, by bicycle, by car 
and if disabled? What access will there be for emergency 
services?

• How will the development enhance the sporting and 
community activities of the town?

• How will the development support the town moving to zero 
carbon emissions?

• How will the development respect the local natural 
environment and connect humans and native animals to 
the wider natural environment?

• What is your plan to increase the capacity of essential 
services (power, water, sewage, telecoms) used by new 
residents?

• What is your track record with similar developments? Can 
you show us examples of good design?

QUESTIONS FOR THE SHIRE
• Why is there a need for up to 1200 new residences in 

Riddells Creek? 
• What size town are you planning for? The Shire’s 

Settlement Plan (2011) aimed for 6,100 people by 2036.
• How will you facilitate growth in the capacity of essential 

services?
• What are your plans for managing development of the 

centre of the town, and for its retail, parking, open space 
and community facilities?

DON’T THROW IT AWAY, VISIT THE 
WOODEND REPAIR CAFE
The Woodend Repair Café is open on the first Saturday 
of every month between 9am-1pm, coinciding with the 
Woodend Community Farmer’s Market.

Come along and enjoy a cuppa whilst our fantastic fix-it 
volunteers mend your household items:

• General repairs
• Furniture and wood items
• Hand sewing
• Toy repairs
• Sharpening: scissors and knives (other items may be 

possible)
Contact Woodend Neighbourhood House on 0354271845
reception@woodendnh.org.au / www.woodendnh.org.au/repaircafe

GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE
6pm, Wednesday, 17 August 2022 at the Woodend 
Community Centre, corner of High and Forest Street, 
Woodend.

Would you like to attract more local butterflies, birds, 
reptiles and mammals in your yard? Come along and hear 
about the Gardens for Wildlife project, how to improve 
diversity and attract more birds and other animals to your 
property.

Council would like to establish a group of ongoing volunteers 
who are passionate about biodiversity and would like to 
contribute to the program roll out across the region.

Contact (03) 5422 0333, email environment@mrsc.
vic.gov.au or register online at www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
introduction-to-gardens-for-wildlife-tickets-370217208637

mailto:reception%40woodendnh.org.au?subject=
https://www.woodendnh.org.au/repaircafe
mailto:environment%40mrsc.vic.gov.au?subject=
mailto:environment%40mrsc.vic.gov.au?subject=
ttps://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/introduction-to-gardens-for-wildlife-tickets-370217208637
ttps://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/introduction-to-gardens-for-wildlife-tickets-370217208637
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Taking care of ourselves and each other

Health + wellbeing

FUDGE, DOGS AND THE CODE 9 
FOUNDATION                   Continued from page 1...

The days always started early. Breakfast and briefing in the 
dark around the fire before heading off for a day of hiking. 
The West Macdonnell Ranges are constantly changing. 
A kaleidoscope of colour throughout the day from fiery 
orange in the sunshine to muted purple and red in the 
evening. These ancient, jagged ranges, evidence of huge 
geological upheavals millions of years ago, left us in awe. 
Often, we would walk in our own space, absorbing this 
natural environment, listening to the wind and the birds. It is 
amazing to be so connected to your surroundings, to be quiet 
and absorb all the little details and colours.

This is one of the toughest and yet most rewarding things we 
have ever done. Hiking Mount Sondor in the freezing cold 
with 60km per hour winds buffeting us all the way up and 
down was hard work. The knees really had had enough by the 
end of the day, but the view from the top was spectacular.

Our amazing team has raised $60,000 for The Code 9 
Foundation, which will go towards sponsoring an assistance 
dog for someone in need. With each dog costing $35,000, 
we have almost raised enough money to train two dogs!

Kate and I are very grateful to everyone who has supported 
our fundraising efforts. We have met many wonderful and 
generous people along the way. Thank you to Charity’s 
Secret for their ongoing support of our fundraising and 
anyone who purchased fudge or a raffle ticket along the way. 

Leanne Vandermeer

MOTHER GOOSE SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 
Local community organisations and groups have always relied 
on the support of volunteers but since the pandemic they 
have seen a decrease in the number of people offering their 
time and sharing their life skills. 

Sunbury and Cobaw Community Health’s Parent-Child 
Mother Goose program is looking for volunteers to help with 
its weekly song, rhyme and storytelling sessions. The sessions 
are currently held in Kyneton and Romsey and, once enough 
volunteers are found, there are plans to extend the program 
to Gisborne and Riddells Creek. 

“We are looking for people who can spare three hours 
a week,” says Tracey Thiele, who facilitates the groups.  
“Volunteers for the Parent-Child Mother Goose program 
don’t need any specific qualifications or experience working 
with children, they help support the parents and the pre-
school participants, and help to set-up and pack-down for 
each session.” 

Volunteers are offered training in the Parent-Child Mother 
Goose program, which involves an introduction to the songs, 
rhymes and stories used in the sessions and learning the 
theory behind the program. Mother Goose enhances the 
bond between parent and child, and connects families in the 
community. 

If you would like to volunteer with the Mother Goose 
program email volunteering@scchc.org.au. If you are  
interested in coming along with your child, please contact 
Tracey Thiele on 5421 1666 or email  tracey.thiele@
scchc.org.au. Sessions are currently held in Romsey on 
a Wednesday afternoon and in Kyneton on a Thursday 
morning. 

For appointments, please call
0418 108 222

1141 Kilmore Road, Riddells Creek

Dr. Drew RUSSELL
BHSc / BAppSC (Chiro)

Neck and Shoulder Pain • Back Pain
Headaches and Migraines

Nerve and Sciatic Pain
Function and Mobility

Muscular Tension
Sports Injuries & Rehabilitation

MAY BE ABLE TO HELP WITH

Pictured above: Mount Sondor, Macdonnell Ranges, NT

IN MY GARDEN
Before I start this column, I usually take a turn about the garden for 
inspiration. It was freezing as I walked around, so it was a very quick 
look! The first thing to catch my eye was my ever-expanding clump of 
red hot pokers (Kniphofia). I think there must be about 20 flowers this 
year! I’m not such a huge fan of the colour orange (having grown up 
in the era of burnt orange Laminex in the 1970s) however, this plant is 
such a great bird attractor and warms you like a fire as you gaze upon 
it.

Also looking great were the red berries of Nandina domestica 
‘Richmond’ – they look like tiny Christmas baubles. Strangely my 
original plant looks fairly scruffy while its offshoot is huge and laden, 
I’m not really sure why. The red grevillea is also looking pretty stunning 
at the moment, I think it’s the cultivar Deua Flame. Wikipedia says The 
Deua River, being the main perennial river of the Moruya River catchment, 
is located in the South Coast region of New South Wales, Australia. So, 
I’m guessing this beautiful plant came from there or was bred near 
there.

As winter moves on and pre-spring starts to kick in, the garden will begin 
to wake. I think I mentioned last year that it is usually about 5-6 weeks 
after the winter solstice that signs of the impending spring can be seen. My 
daphne have budded and soon their scent will fill the air. The native tree violet Melicytus dentatus will also be sending its 
perfume out over the garden. It is such an unassuming but wonderful small shrub that is so hardy. Speaking of violets, I 
can already smell the purple violets growing in my neighbour’s garden right next to the fence, so delightful!

Picture above: My stunning red hot pokers

Riddells
Riddles

Answers page 24

When is a door no longer a 
door?

What tastes better than it 
smells?

What starts with T, ends with 
T, and has T in it?

https://www.code9ptsd.org.au/
https://www.code9ptsd.org.au/
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Celebrating Creativity Across the Ranges

ARTS,  CULTURE and Events

GISBORNE GENEALOGICAL SOCIE TY

After two years of cancellation the Gisborne Genealogical 
Group’s Celtic Day will be held on Saturday August 27, 
9.30am til 4.00pm. This event is held as part of National 
Family History Month and this year, to enable safe 
distancing, will be held in the Uniting Church, Brantome 
Street, Gisborne.

The programme’s guest speakers are Lynley Hall (Cornish) 
Joy Roy (Scottish) and Susie Zada (Irish). (Susie was 
recently seen on SBS Who Do You Think You Are?)

The cost is: GGG Members $20.00, Non Members $25.00. 
All bookings must be paid for prior to the day.

BYO lunch or shop locally. Morning and afternoon tea 
provided.

Interested current or future genealogists can make an 
enquiry or a booking by email to lorna_jackson@bigpond, or 
phone or text to Lorna 0402 091 034.

Web site:   ggg.org.au

MOUNT PLAYER HAPPENINGS
RESERVOIR DOGS

A Thriller for the 
Mountview Theatre

The Mount Players 3rd 
production for 2022 opens on 
Friday 14 August and runs till 
4 September. A gender flipped 

version of Quentin Tarantino’s iconic Reservoir Dogs for an 
all-female cast.

They were six strangers, assembled to pull off the perfect 
crime. Given fake names so no one could identify the others, 
they thought there was no way their heist could fail. But 
after a police ambush, killing one and injuring another, the 
criminals return to their rendezvous point and realise that 
one of them had to have been a police informant. But who 
was it?

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION
This production of Reservoir Dogs is for a mature audience 

only. It contains high level course language, sexual 
references, stylised depictions of violence, simulated gun 
shots, the use of strobe lighting effects and stage cigarettes 
which produce an odour.

A contemporary piece that will show the true diversity of the 
Mount Players.

For full details and to book tickets go to www.
themountplayers.com or call 5426 1892.

By Karen Hunt

THE BARINGO FILM CLUB

    

3/8/22 - 6/8/22   The Duke
   Comedy/ Drama
10/8/22 - 3/8/22  Phantom Threads
   Romance/Drama
17/8/22 - 20/8/22  The Fencer
   Foreign Language 
   (with subtitles)
24/8/22 -   The Castle
   Australian Classic
31/8/22 -   Truffle Hunters
   Documentary
Screening Wednesday 3pm, Saturday 3pm and 6pm

   www.baringofilmclub.com

Book Exchange

AT THE 
 WHITE 
 GOOSE CHAT

The White Goose is located at the Uniting Church Building,
3 Sutherland Rd, Riddells Creek.  Enquiries Meg Evans

marevans@bigpond.com    0439492245

Every Wednesday
Starting April 2022
9.30am -1.30pm

 

Tea and Coffee

BORROW

Above: Reservoir Dogs Cast

WHAT’S ON AT THE 
GISBORNE LIBRARY
DIARY DATES
• August: National Family History Month
• Friday 8th August: Dying To Know Day
• Wednesday 10th: Movie Club, Nomadland 1pm
• August 13th – 21st: National Science Week
• August 16th: Be Connected – Intro to Family History 

11.30am
• August 20th – 26th: Children’s Book Week

FEED ME TO THE ROSES – TUESDAY 2ND AUGUST 
5-6PM GISBORNE LIBRARY
Join Hayley West for a frank but fun information session on 

environmentally conscious body disposal methods – including 
natural burial, human composting and water cremation.

Hayley is an artist, death literacy advocate and a member of 
the Natural Death Advocacy Network. She also hosts Death 
Cafes and is on the Castlemaine Cemetery Trust.

This information session is part of the Dying To Know Day 
campaign, empowering Australians at all stages of life to live 
and die well, opening up healthy conversations about death.

BE CONNECTED: INTRO TO FAMILY HISTORY - 
UESDAY 16TH AUGUST 11.30AM-12.30PM GISBORNE 
LIBRARY
Learn how to get started with researching your family history 
using library resources like Ancestry, Find My Past and Trove.

Be Connected is an Australian Government initiative aiming 
to empower everyone to use the internet and everyday 
technology to thrive in our digital world.

Bookings essential. Book online via the website www.
goldfieldslibraries.com or phone us on 5428 3962.

Home Library Service
Do you find it difficult to get to the library due to illness or 
disability? The library is able to arrange regular deliveries 
of fiction and non-fiction books, large print books, talking 
books, DVDs and magazines. Temporary deliveries after 
hospitalisation are also available. 

More information can be found at https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.
au/homelibrary or phone us on 5428 3962.

http://ggg.org.au
http://www.themountplayers.com 
http://www.themountplayers.com 
http://www.baringofilmclub.com
http://www.goldfieldslibraries.com
http://www.goldfieldslibraries.com
https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/homelibrary
https://www.ncgrl.vic.gov.au/homelibrary
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Your Quality, Locally Owned Solar Installer

Owned by Riddells Creek resident David Bruce.  
We’re dedicated to performance, quality & reliability

www.essentialsolar.com.au

Call today on  (03) 8335 9990  to book your free in home solar assessment

Community Bank • Gisborne & District

Time for a home 

loan health check!

With interest rates on the rise, there’s never been a better time to 
review your home loan.

We’ll look at your rate, term, repayments, and equity, giving your loan  a 

full check-up to make sure it’s still right for you and your current needs.

Enquire online at bendigobank.com.au/healthcheck or visit your 
nearest branch.

All loans are subject to the bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. Please consider your situation and read the Terms and Conditions, available
online at www.bendigobank.com.au or upon request from any Bendigo Bank branch, before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL
237879 (1676698-1734981) (05/22) OUT_22070342, 20/06/2022

Mary-Anne Thomas MP
ADVERTISEMENT

LABOR MEMBER FOR MACEDON 

As your local Member 
of Parliament I am keen 
to hear from the 
community and 
assist with any 
State Government 
matter.
Mary-Anne Thomas

Authorised by MA Thomas, Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 9 Goode Street, Gisborne. Funded from Parliamentary budget.

Shop 14, Nexus Centre, 
9 Goode Street, Gisborne, VIC 3437
P: 5428 2138
E: mary-anne.thomas@parliament.vic.gov.au

OBSTACLE-A-
THON 2022
Macedon Ranges 
Montessori 

Preschool would like to thank Foodworks Riddells 
Creek for the delicious half time oranges for our 
annual Obstacle-a-Thon.

We completed an exhausting obstacle course full of 
challenges, never giving up. We had egg and spoon 
races (not with real eggs), horse races (not with real 
horses), sack races and a sandpit long jump.

Our preschool raised money for the conservation 
of Australian native coral, wildlife and plants. We 
also raised funds to make our preschool even more 
amazing.

We are a small, community based, not-for-profit 
preschool, run by dedicated families.Our preschool 
community have proved themselves yet again raising 
over $3000. We are currently renovating our 
garden and have lots of exciting plans on the horizon.

Pictured:  Jackson Ferris – Obstacle-a-thon :  
Macedon Ranges Montessori Preschool 2022
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THE TUTOR LEARNING INITIATIVE
The Tutor Learning Initiative is a government initiative 
introduced in 2021 designed to support students whose 
learning has been disrupted as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. At Riddells Creek we have a Literacy and 
Mathematics tutor and use our data to identify students 
across the school to participate in the program for six to 
eight week periods. Activities are broad ranging in both 
content areas and adapted to suit the individual students in 
each group. Below is a snapshot of students working both 
in and out of the classroom in Literacy and Mathematics 
tutoring.

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
This year a group of our students in Years 4 to 6 are 
participating in the Victorian High-Ability Program, where 
they engage in academic challenges to extend and enrich 
their learning in Math and English. As part of this program, 
the following students participated in the Global Academic 
Challenge: 

Paddy O’Connor  Noah Buckler
Caelan Cram  Tyson Debrincat
Huey Douglas  Oliver Durling
Finn Hewitt  Destin Howden-Kula
Charlotte Nightingale Maya Vavallo

Of these students, Noah Buckler and Maya Vavallo achieved 
Credit awards in Reading and Mathematics and Caelan 
Cram and Finn Hewitt achieved Distinction awards in 
Mathematics. All participating students should be very proud 
of their achievement in being selected for the program.

SCHOOL SOCIAL 
WORKER
We are pleased to welcome 
Emily Gascoyne to our staff. 
Emily is our school social 
worker, who will be at RCPS 
one day a week. The role 
of the social worker at our 
school is to work with groups 
of students on specific social 
skills, support curriculum 
programs that focus on 
health and wellbeing, provide 
professional learning to 
staff about student emotional and social wellbeing, build 
home-school partnerships focused on student wellbeing and 
engagement, and liaise with Department of Education health 
professionals and external service providers. Emily will not 
be providing individual counselling to students or community 
members.

“My name is Emily Gascoyne and I am the Social Worker 
at Riddells Creek Primary School. I have been working in 
schools for the past 8 years within wellbeing teams across 
the western suburbs of Melbourne. My scope of practice is 
encompassed within an early intervention and mental health 
promotion and prevention model. My hope is to develop and 

Education in Riddells Creek

Learning Locally implement programs that are informed by student data and 
the feedback of the school community to enhance the social 
and emotional functioning of students. 

I look forward to getting to know the Riddells Creek 
community and supporting your children to achieve success.”

FAMILY FUN WITH KIMOCHIS  
MEET LOVEY DOVE AND HER BABY TURTLE DOVE!                                    
We use the Kimochi character named Lovey Dove (and 
Turtle Dove) to teach our students about the feelings proud, 
kind, and friendly. ‘Lovey’ is sweet, nurturing, wise and calm. 
She teaches the importance of greeting people, using their 
name and a ‘friendly signal’. A smile, wave, head nod or 
saying hi.

Lovey Dove teaches us how to create a friendly climate, stay 
humble and proud, be optimistic and have hopeful thoughts.

THIS WEEK’S COACHING TIP TO SUPPORT YOUR 
CHILD
• Eye contact: looking at the eyes of others when listening 

and speaking.
• Friendly signals: use gesture and words to convey 

friendliness, eye contact, head nod, smile, wave and high 
five.

• Coach Friendly signals during daily activities help us to 
• share pride without bragging
• celebrate others’ accomplishments
• overcome discouragement
• move through worried feelings

YOU CAN COACH BY
When you and your child are in a new situation, decide that 
you both will make a point of making eye contact, smile and 

being friendly to people you do not know well. Make a point 
of talking about how people responded and how you felt 
about being friendly.

Give your child a reminder - ‘I see kids at the park we do 
not know. How about giving a friendly signal when your eyes 
meet?’ Acknowledge when your child is friendly to others. 
Your smile and eye contact lets people know you are friendly.

Share how you push yourself to be friendly in new 
situations.’Today at school, I am going to be friendly to 
a few parents I have not met yet.’ Afterward, share your 
experience.

Encourage eye contact by having your child ‘talk’ to your 
eyes. Rather than saying ‘look at me when we are talking’, yu 
can prompt your child by saying, ‘Tell mummy’s eyes what 
happened in the playground’.

INSTAGRAM AND FACEBOOK  
For all our school happenings please follow @riddellscreekps

TAKING 2023 ENROLMENTS NOW!
Do you have or know of any preps starting at RCPS next 
year (2023)?
Have you/they filled out a 2023 enrolment form and 
handed it back to the office?
Enrolment forms can be picked up from the office or 
downloaded from our website  www.rcps.vic.edu.au

http://www.rcps.vic.edu.au
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Choosing a school for your child?
Enrolment applications for Year 7 in 2024 are welcomed.
Limited vacancies for Year 7 - 12, 2022.
Contact the College Registrar for enrolment enquiries, or download 
 your enrolment application form via the College’s website.

Don’t miss our next College tour: Wednesday 10 August, bookings essential.

Sacred Heart College Kyneton www.shckyneton.catholic.edu.au
T: 5421 1238  E: dlawrence@shckyneton.catholic.edu.au

We specialize in residential, 
land, acreage, project 

development properties and 
business sales in the 

Macedon Ranges
Whether you’re looking to buy or sell 
a business or property, you’ve come 

to the right place

karan@fortuneproperties.net.au
www.fortuneproperties.net.au

0411 311 203

RIDDELLS CREEK 
CONVENIENCE STORE

Whether you need an early coffee fix, fresh 
bread or a special gift, come to Riddell.
We continue to supply fresh and bright 

bouquets of flowers for a special someone.
HOURS OF OPERATION 

6AM TO 8PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK

If you have any queries, please contact us 
on 0344 325 557

Andrew Baddeley 
B.Pod, GradCert.DiabEd

Services to help with;

9 Station St, Riddells Creek

For appointments please call 5428 7591 
Available Monday and Wednesday 

www.rangespodiatry.com.au

Toe painHeel pain

Sports injuries Children's feet

Diabetes care

Podiatrist Riddells Creek

Foot Orthotics

2022 UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS 

Keep up to date and stay informed as we aim to 
get back to our “new normal”

Phone us direct on:

03 54 286777 or 0418 306 446 

to speak to one of our friendly staff members 
about your Bistro booking, Beer Garden or 

to organise that special function you need to 
celebrate. We can even take care of the Cake for 

you!

Our Beer Garden/Function Room awaits your 
visit.

 Please phone or keep up to date with all  our 
upcoming events, live music and happenings via 

our Facebook Page

Helping to keep our community SAFE & WELL

www.riddellscreekhotel.com

10-12 Hamilton Street
Riddells Creek
03 5428 6777
riddellscreekhotel.com.au

• Log Book Servicing 
• Roadworthy Certificates 
• Tyres & Repairs 
• Wheel Alignment 
• Mechanical Repairs 
• Air Conditioning 
• Courtesy Car Available 

70 Main Road Riddells Creek VIC 3431   

 

 

 

  

(03) 5428 7555 

Answer to Riddells 
Riddle

 1.  When it is ajar
 2. Your tongue
 3.  A teapot
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Celebrating our local sports clubs and teams

Sports

CALDER FLY FISHING ASSOCIATION
LAST LIGHT AT LAURISTON LAKESIDE
After work, I was at Lauriston lakeside. The light was getting 
dimmer; off home soon, just one more cast. After another 
dozen “one more casts”, I hooked the weeds yet again. This 
time, I couldn’t get my “Tom Jones” fly free.

As I moved along the shore trying to free my fly 
unsuccessfully, it felt like my line had some pressure on 
it. I let out some slack and noticed the slack was taken up. 
Thinking that was weird, I lifted my rod and tightened the line 
and the other end of my line decided it was going elsewhere.

No acrobatics, so I was resigned to having caught a good size carp.

I finally got to see the golden side of a brown trout after 20 
minutes trying to land it, increasing my anxiety tenfold, my 
arm cramping from the fight. As I got it closer to the shore 
the fish saw me and went for the deep. Another 15 minutes 
(and getting dark) before I got the fish in again. The fish 
had the power and size and I really didn’t want to break the 
tippet.

By the grace of the fishing gods, I was allowed to land it. 
Then the barbless hook freed itself with the fish still in the 
net (a terrifying discovery). I measured and weighed the 
fish, 69cm but unfortunately exceeding the limits of my 8 lb 
fishing scale. Afterwards, I returned the fish to the lake and 
watched it slowly return to the other side of the weed bed 
alongside which I had hooked it.

For more information on the Calder Fly Fishing Association 
visit www.calderflyfishing.com.au 

Stephan Toman

RIDDELLS CREEK RUNNING GROUP
Hello again from the Riddell Warriors. Our brave group 
has continued running through the cold, wind and rain. 
The dedication to get together and continue exercising, 
regardless of the weather, is so rewarding you soon forget 
about the elements. The camaraderie is amazing. During 
these winter periods, our running numbers are small 
as members take time to head to the warmer holiday 
destinations or head off to the snow fields.

Our runs range from 5km up to 10km with turnarounds 
conducted so nobody is left alone. We are so diverse within 
our group, as members bring their dogs for a run and also 
prams with their kiddies in to enjoy as well. We also have a 
group who walk. Remember to watch out for us. We’ll be 
wearing fluro vests with head lights on. Give us a wave or a 
toot as you pass us.

Last week, our runners were joined by a mob of kangaroos 
that joined the group up Bolithos Road.  Who would have 
thought? It wouldn’t happen in the ‘burbs’.

As I said in earlier editions, all are welcome to join us. We 
encourage new members to come and join our fun group and 
make new friends. If you are new to Riddells Creek and want 
to get involved and meet people, I cannot think of a better 
way to do so than to join us for a nice run around Riddells 
Creek. A great way to get to know the area.

After our Sunday morning run, a few of us head to Goosey 
Gander or Vic’s for a rewarding coffee and chit chat. If you 
see us, say gidday or even join us for a coffee.

So come on down. You won’t be disappointed and you’ll fall in 
love and meet some amazing people, as we share stories and 
jokes whilst we exercise.

Jokes you say. How much did that chimney cost, one 
neighbour said to the other. Nothing mate, he replied. It was 
on the house.

We meet Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 6pm and Sunday 
mornings at 8am at the Lions Park. Pop down. You won’t 
regret it.

RIDDELLS  CREEK PONY CLUB
WOW WHAT A MONTH!
This past month we have been doing a lot at Riddells Creek 
Pony Club. We have been busy with Games, Flat and Musical 
Ride State Championships, we have a new committee, we had 
our July rally, and the Heathcote and Districts Pony Club 
held their Winter Woollies. There are new gear regulations 
and safety rules, we had a really long list of July Babies we 

wished Happy Birthday to and our amazing mounted games 
coach Andrew Rodaughan has been selected to coach an 
Australian Mounted Games Team and is travelling overseas 
while they compete at World Championship events

The Pony Club Victoria Games, Flat and Musical Ride 
Championships were held at Woodlands Pony Club grounds 
in Greenvale at the end of June and we had three teams 
qualify to compete. 
Congratulations to our Games team that came 11th overall 
(Tana Males, Michelle Woodcroft, Jo Salanitri, Chloe 
O’Rourke, Grace Bradshaw, Brodie Haliday-Tough coached 
by Andrew Rodaughan), our Pair of riders who came 1st 
(Michelle Woodcroft and Tamsyn Harvey coached by Jo 
Heinz) and our Musical ride team who also came First (Tana 
Males, Grace Bradshaw, Michelle Woodcroft and Tamsyn 
Harvey coached by first time coach Lauren Cocks). The 
musical ride music had the special touch of a real race call by 
Harness Racing Race Caller legend Dan Milecki. 

Above: Stephan’s Brown Trout

Pictured above: RCPC MusicalState Champs and Coach - Tamsyn 
Harvey, Tana Males, Lauren Cocks, Grace Bradshaw and Michelle 
Woodcroft celebrate their win

Pictured above: RCPC Games Team 2022 - Jo Salanitri, 
Brodie Haliday-Tough, Lili Taylor, Michelle Woodcroft, Andrew 
Rodaughan, Chloe O’Rourke, Tana Males, Grace Bradshaw

Pictured above: RCPC Pairs State Champs Michelle Woodcroft, 
Jo Heize and Tamsyn Harvey

Pictured above: Our group enjoying a brisk Sunday morning run 
with a couple of fur babies. Conquering the run to Pears Lane and 
back. About 11km.

Pictured above: Some of our group have joined the Gisborne crew 
on Tuesday nights, for some track running.
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The teams worked hard, training a lot to compete and it was 
so much fun. The July rally started off with our musical ride 
team demonstrating their winning performance for the club, 
in theory working towards the Pony Club Australia certificate 
levels and of course our other riding lessons. We were lucky 
enough to have a special guest; thank you Susanna Hawke 
for your excellent lesson in how a horse’s legs work. Along 
with presentations, we managed to squeeze in our AGM 
and on behalf of all members and families of Riddells Creek 
Pony Club thank you Andrew Soper for your commitment 
to the club as President this past year and the many years of 
service on and off the committee in the past. We also thank 
Andrew Mouat for your many years of service on and off the 

committee and making sure our cross-country course is safe. 
We welcome new president Meaghan Sutherland and thank 
the committee for all their hard work last year.

We always have a lot of riders out competing and having fun 
with their horses but a special one this time is our very own 
Avril Van Eyke who headed across to Heathcote and Districts 
Pony Club for their Winter Woollies Gymkhana - her very 
first competition. Avril came home with a rainbow of ribbons 
and had a lot of fun on a beautiful day. Congratulations Avril, 
you did a super job. It was nice to see some past members 
and riders from other clubs in the zone out there supporting 
fun events like this too. 

Overall, we have had a busy and successful past month that 
has been lots of fun and we have learned so much. I end with 
a special thank you to all our Number One Strapper Mums, 

Dads, Nans and carers for driving us everywhere and helping 
us have fun with our horses, we appreciate it.

Grace Bradshaw – RCPC Junior Club Captain

RIDDELLS CREEK JUNIOR 
MIXED BASKE TBALL 
ASSOCIATION

Riddells Creek’s budding basketball stars gained some great 
new skills over the school holidays at a coaching clinic with 
elite players Josh O’Connell and Ish Sanders.

Tennessee-born former US college basketballer, Ish, has 
played all over the world including Slovakia, while Josh is 
a local former captain of the Sunbury Jets Youth League 
team. We had more than 70 young players attend and learn 
valuable skills from these amazing players.

The association is celebrating getting back on court after 
two years of COVID disruptions with special prizes and 
rewards for all our players. This has included prizes for great 
teamwork in the under 8s age group, a BBQ and ice cream 
for the under 12s and free pairs of socks for other age groups.

We are still welcoming any new players throughout the 
season, as long as numbers in that age group permit. Please 
email rcjmbaregistrar@gmail.com or find us at facebook.
com/RCJMBA.

More importantly, we are in need of more volunteers to 
help ensure our kids get out on court every week. Being 
part of the RCJMBA committee – in a role big or small – is 
incredibly rewarding and loads of fun.

Even if you know nothing about basketball, if you can offer 
some time our wonderful Committee will be there to support 
you. Just email rcjmbapresident@gmail.com or message us on 
Facebook for a chat if you are interested in finding out more

ROMSEY GOLF CLUB
Romsey Sporting Precinct: The MRSC provided funds for 
a review of the Romsey Sporting Precinct in their 2022/23 
budget. This review, 12 years after the initial master plan was 
drawn up, began in February/March. Richard Simon, (Simon 
Leisure Consultants Pty Ltd), spoke with representatives 
from almost all of the user groups. Each group was able to 
present their concerns and plans for the future. Richard then 
had to draw up a plan covering as many of these issues as 
possible.

On July 11 Richard and Dean Frank from the MRSC met 
with the user groups in the Golf and Bowls Rooms. A 
draft plan had been circulated earlier and each group was 
again able to have their say on the draft plan and how it 
effected their teams and members. A number of changes 
were suggested to make the area flow better and provide 
inproved access for all involved. Richard will now take these 
suggestions and work them into the plan which will go to 
Council for discussion, possible modification and approval. It 
is hoped that the plan can be close to finalised by November 
and may be able to be put before both sides of politics for 
possible funding.

In past years we have had many mid-to-late summer thunder 
storms. Usually all this water would run out of the Park and 
drain away. Our major drainage works of late 2020 saw a 
pipe running from the main drain into the golf course. The 

final two metres of this large pipe had been left bare and it 
was only a matter of tiime before it and a mower clashed.  A 
retaining wall of treated pine posts (ta Rob Good) was built 
then the area was filled and levelled. Five native flowering 
bushes were planted and the garden was well mulched. We 
will build a sluice gate for this pipe so that water can be 
directed into the two dams or down the drain and out of the 
park. Here’s hoping the plants take off and provide more 
beauty in our park and additional food and habitat for the 
many insects and smaller birds that are returning to Romsey 
Park.

W.E. Tom Shield: This is a pairs Stableford knock-out 
competition which was first played in 1965. The qualifying 
round sees the top eight pairs continue on in the matchplay 
format. The shield will begin on the first weekend of 
August but other club commitments will mean it will not be 
completed until early October. 

RIDDELLS CREEK BASKE TBALL CLUB
NEW VICTORIAN CHILD SAFE STANDARDS FROM 
1 JULY 2022
Child safety is not an add-on or one-off exercise. Child 
Safety legal requirements have continued evolving since the 
club’s inception. 

Riddells Creek Basketball Club has Child Safety procedures 
and policies in place and prioritises creating a culture and 
environment that is supportive and protective of children. 
The club committee welcomes any input from families and 
players into our review of current Child Safety Policy and 
Procedures. Please contact Welfare Officer Jude Ellis by 
email at welfareofficer.rcbc@gmail.com

The eleven new Standards will replace Victoria’s current 
seven standards and principles. Key changes include new 
requirements:

• for a greater focus on safety for Aboriginal children and 
young people

• to manage the risk of child abuse in online environments
• for greater clarity on the governance, systems and 

processes to keep children and young people safe.

Changes have been made to support greater national 
consistency, reflecting the National Principles for a Child Safe 
Organisation developed following the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

https://www.basketballvictoria.com.au/resources/child-safe-
standards

BASKETBALL VICTORIA SKILLS DAY
Spencer, Jackson and Charlotte had fun and developed their 
basketball prowess at the Basketball Vic Country Skills Day. 
Hope you all had a great day and get to display and pass on 
any new tips.

Continues on page 32

Pictured above : Under 8s with their gifts

Pictured above : Under 10s Raptors Rep team

Pictured above : RCJMBA Coaching clinic

Pictured above: Avril Van Eyke at Heathcote and Districts Winter 
Woolies Gymkhana

mailto:welfareofficer.rcbc%40gmail.com%20?subject=
https://www.basketballvictoria.com.au/resources/child-safe-standards
https://www.basketballvictoria.com.au/resources/child-safe-standards
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If you are looking to sell, have 
a property to rent or would 
just like some advice, contact 
Riddells Creek’s Agent of the 
year, Amanda today!

Get a free market appraisal 
from an agent whose record 
speaks for itself.

Amanda Burt
0431 204 265 
amanda.burt@sunbury.rh.com.au

Community and Essential Services
POLICE // FIRE // AMBULANCE  EMERGENCY............000
Riddells Creek CFA ..................................5428 6000 / 000 
Riddells Creek Police Station.............. 5428 6171 / 000 
State Emergency Services (SES).................................13 25 00
Macedon Ranges Shire............................................ 5422 0333  
(including emergency after-hours and access to on-call Local Laws rangers)
Riddells Creek Post Office................................... 5428 6602 
Riddells Creek Men’s Shed .............(Don Clark) 0409 334 551
Riddells Creek Primary School..............................…5428 7277
Riddells Creek Kindergarten....................................  5428 7207
Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House..................... 5428 7836
VicEmergency Hotline:.................................... 1800 226 226
Wildlife Victoria — to report injured animal:...1300 094 535
Poisons Information Centre (VIC):............................13 11 26
Lifeline—crisis support and suicide prevention: ...13 11 14
Legacy (Brian Moritz)...................................... 0417 591 441
DirectLine—drug and alcohol support...1800 888 236
Family Drug Help .................................1300 660 068
Suicide call back service: ................1300 659 467
Kids Helpline: ..........................................1800 551 800
MensLine Australia: ................................1300 789 978
1800RESPECT .............................................1800 737 732 24
24 hour national sexual assault, family and domestic violence counselling line
Centre for Non-Violence…..................................... 5430 3000
Translating & Interpreting Service............................... 131 450
Free access to a telephone or on-site interpreter in your own 
language. 
Immediate phone interpreting is available 24 hours, every 
day of the year.

Riddell Roundup Advertisers
Advanced Dental Group................................................5428 7737
Andrew Baddeley - Podiatrist ...................................... 5428 7591
Bendigo Community Bank ...........................................5420 7210
Cassie McTaggart (Riddells Creek Dancing School)..............0439 413 222
Gisborne Medical Centre ............................................ 5428 3355
Dromkeen Gallery and Tearoom...............................0432 282 704
Essential Solar................................................................8335 9990
Filmer Finance.........................................................0490 815 102
Fortune Properties and Business Sales..............0411 311 203
HighTech Plumbing and Gas ............................... 0401 182 948
JB Painting & Decorating ..................54287542 / 0412 540 789
John Haber Grass Slashing ............... 5428 7166 / 0427 058 164
Langley McKimmie Chartered Accountants .................... 5427 8100
Macedon Ranges Chaffeur Cars  ......................... 1300  85 35 75
Macedon Ranges Family Law ........................................ 5428 8711
NorthWestern Property Group ....................................5429 1344
Paul the Electrician ................................................ 0416 190 968
Pearce Webster Dugdales Law........................................9670  0700
Poultons Garage.............................................................5428 7555
Powered Services ....................................................0401 661 400
Raine and Horne - Amanda Burt.............................0431 204 265
Riddell Motors ..............................................................5428 6190
Riddells Creek Convenience store...........................0344 325 557
Riddells Creek Garden and  Handyman Services .......0418 340 287
Riddells Creek Hotel  ...................................................5428 6777
Riddells Creek Pharmacy...............................................5428 6622
Riddell Stockfeed.......................................................... 5428 7001
Sheridan Blinds................................0419 034 941 / 0417 526 844
Sacred Heart College  .................................................. 5421 1200
Slipstream Motorcycles.............. .............................. 9740 3100
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NEW SPONSOR: OFFROAD AND OUTBACK 
ROMSEY
Big thanks to our new sponsor Offroad and Outback 
Romsey who stock and install a huge range of premium 
vehicle enhancement and touring accessories for your next 
adventure. Whether it’s a lap of the country or a weekend 
getaway they have products and experienced staff to help 
you enjoy every minute of it. With a focus on Australian 
made products as well, they are doing their bit to keep money 
and jobs right here in this great country. Check them out at 
2/33 Main St Romsey 5429 3854

RIDDELLS CREEK TRAIN STATION AT SUNRISE AND SUNSE T 
Photos by Steph Schade


